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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

L.  W.  POLE,  M.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

JEAN  M.  MACKINTOSH,  M.B.  (Glasgow),  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods : 
W.  G.  PYATT,  C.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods 

B.  EVANS,  C.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector : 

IVOR  R.  REES. 

Senior  Health  Visitor : 

M.  LEWIS,  C.M.B. 

Assistant  Health  Visitor : 

A.  DAVIES,  C.M.B. 


Chief  Clerk:  Junior  Clerk: 

J.  E.  MARKS.  M.  SMITH. 

House  Disinfector : 

G.  I.  REES. 

Matron — Borough  Isolation  Hospital : 

RUTH  JAMES. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1923. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Borough  of  Llanelly. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
Borough  for  the  year  1923. 

There  has  been  steady  progress  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department.  Special  attention  has  been  given  during  the  course 
of  the  year  to  the  milk  supply  of  the  town,  and  the  places  in 
which  it  is  produced  or  from  which  it  is  distributed.  Meat 
Inspection  has  received  much  attention  both  in  the  Slaughterhouse 
and  in  the  Market  and  shops  in  the  town.  In  the  near  future 
it  is  hoped  that  better  facilities  will  be  given  for  this  work,  so  that 
the  public  may  be  safeguarded  as  much  a.s  possible. 

An  old  servant  of  the  Corporation,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  William 
Sharpe,  died,  after  a painful  illness,  in  July  of  last  year.  He  had 
been  in  the  employment  of  the  Corporation  for  many  years,  first 
in  the  capacity  of  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  later  as  Chief 
Inspector.  His  long  knowledge  of  the  town  in  its  gradual  growth 
was  of  the  greatest  value  in  his  work.  His  kindly  nature  and 
sympathetic  manner  and  his  unvarying  courtesy  endeared  him  to 
all  who  came  in  touch  with  him. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Pyatt  was  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  July,  and  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Sharpe  he  was  appointed  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  November  Mr.  R.  Evans  was  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Both  of  these  Inspectors  are  fully  qualified  Sanitary 
and  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors. 

In  July  last  year  the  Health  Department  migrated  to  the  Old 
Town  Hall,  so  that  adequate  accommodation  is  now  provided. 
The  Health  Department,  School  Medical  Department,  and  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  are  now  housed  in  the 
same  buiding. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  W.  POLE,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall, 


May,  1924. 
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SUMMARY. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres') 

Population — 1921.  Adjusted  (Registrar- General) 

Population — 1923.  Estimated 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


2,200 

37,180 

38,300 

8,475 

8,775 

£153,358 

£613 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

( Legitimate  ...  865  439  426  1 Birth  Rate 

Births  {illegitimate...  24  12  12  j 23.2  per  1,000. 

„ • _ _ I Death  Rate 

Deaths  ...  ...  410  217  1J3  j 10  7 per  ljQ00. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  Nil. 

From  other  Causes  ...  ...  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births:  — 


Legitimate  (57)  ...  ...  65.9 

Illegitimate  (5)  ...  ...  208.3 

Total  (62)  ...  ...  69.7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . 


1 

6 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1923. 


Disease. 

Cas 

es  Notified. 

Total 

cases 

noti- 

fied. 

Cases 
admit- 
ted to 
Hospi- 
tal. 

Cases 

dis- 

charged 

from 

Hospi- 

tal. 

Total 

Deaths 

Ward 

I. 

Ward 

II. 

Ward 

III. 

Scarlet  .Fever 

42 

57 

1(5 

1 15 

31 

16 

1 

Diphtheria 

17 

27 

14 

58 

3 

Pneumonia 

8 

17 

13 

38 

31 

Erysipelas 

2 

7 

1 

10 

I 

Puerperal 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  

1 

3 

4 



Enteric  Fever  

1 

7 

1 

9 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Encephalitis 
Tuberculosis  : — 

1 

1 

2 

Pulmonary  ( Males 

19 

18 

(5 

43 

36 

16 

23 

( Females 

12 

23 

10 

45 

19 

8 

22 

Non-Pul-  J Males  

5 

8 

4 

17 

2 

6 

6 

monary  | Females 

5 

8 

5 

18 

3 

4 

8 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Cases. 

. I 
i 

Vision  Vision 
Unim-  j Im- 
paired. paired. 

i 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Deaths 

Noti- 

fied. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

4 

4 

1 

i 

i 

l 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  under  the  following  Age-Groups. 
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CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

Apart  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  which  were  fairly 
prevalent  in  the  last  few  months  of  the  year  and  which  continued 
to  he  prevalent  in  the  beginning  of  1924,  no  other  outstanding 
cause  of  sickness  has  been  present. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS, 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Llanelly  and  District  Nursing  Association  undertake 
general  nursing,  but  only  in  the  case  of  subscribers.  The  home 
nursing  of  infectious  disease  is  not  undertaken. 

Midwives. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  practised  in  the  Borough  in  1923 
was  29,  15  of  whom  possessed  the  certificate  of  training  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name. 

Situation. 

Nature  of 
Accommo- 
dation. 

By  whom 
provided. 

Llanelly  M.  & C.W. 

Health  Dept.,  Old  Town 
Hall. 

*4  rooms 

Town  Council. 

School  Clinic 

Health  Dept.,  Old  Town 
Hall. 

*4  rooms 

Education 

Committee. 

Eye  Clinic 

Lucania  Buildings, 
Stepney  Street. 

2 rooms 

Eye  Specialist. 

Tuberculosis 

Institute. 

do 

2 rooms 

W.  N.  Memorial 
Association. 

V.D.  Clinic 

General  Hospital, 
Swansea. 

Carmarthen 
County  Council. 

* Same  rooms  used  for  both  purposes. 


Hospitals  Provided  by  Local  Authority. 

Borough  Isolation  Hospital. — This  consists  of  Administration 
Block  and  one  Ward  Block.  Only  oue  disease  can  be  accom- 
modated. When  the  additional  ward  accommodation,  now  being 
built,  is  completed,  there  will  be  provision  for  at  least  23  patients 
in  the  Isolation  Hospital  with  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  two 
or  more  diseases. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 

An  Agreement  dated  1st  December,  1923,  was  made  between 
the  Corporation  and  the  Priory  for  Wales  of  the  Order  of  the 
Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  for  the  transport  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Before  renewal  at 
the  end  of  12  months  the  terms  of  the  Agreement  will  come  up  for 
reconsideration.  The  Corporation  have  agreed  to  garage  the 
ambulance  car  free  of  charge  and  pay  an  annual  subscription  of 
£20  to  the  Priory  for  Wales. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

A new  laboratory  has  been  fitted  up  in  the  Old  Town  Hall  where 
bacteriological  work  is  carried  on. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  done  : — 

Diphtheria  swabs  examined,  152.  Positive  result  in  26  cases. 

Sputum  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacillus,  19.  All  negative. 

Several  samples  of  urine  were  examined,  and  also-  22  slides 
for  gonococci. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  issued  free  of  charge  to  doctors 
practising  in  the  Borough  for  the  treatment  of  persons  unable  to 
pay  the  cost  of  the  antitoxin.  The  number  of  units  supplied 
during  the  year  was  934,000;  the  antitoxin  is  supplied  in  2,000 
unit  capsules  (ordinary  strength),  and  in  capsules  containing 
8,000  units  of  concentrated  antitoxin. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

No  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  have  been  converted  to 
the  water  carriage  system.  The  old  type  of  closet  is  only  allowed 
to  exist  because  of  the  fact  that  they  cannot  at  present  be 
connected  with  the  town  sewers. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  Regulations,  relating  to  the 
Public  Health,  in  force  in  the  Borough  with  date  of  adoption. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  Supplemental  Act,  1850  (No>.  3) 
confirming  a Provisional  Order  of  the  General  Board  of  Health, 
dated  31st  July,  1850,  constituting  a Local  Board  of  Health  for 
the  district. 

Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1865. 

Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Act,  1888  (Section  17  and  Parts  4,  5, 
and  6). 

Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1891. 

Llanelly  Waterworks  Act,  1909  (with  Bye-laws  thereunder). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  1 2,  3 4 

and  5). 
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1 ublic  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1007,  Parts  II.  (in  part) 
III.  (m  part),  IV.  (in  part),  V.  VI.,  VII  (in  part),  X. 

The  Llanelly  Local  Board  Act,  1888,  contains  most  of  the 
powers  of  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890. 
Section  IV.  was  adopted  in  1021. 

'i'he  Llanelly  Corporation  Water  Act,  1020 
The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.’ 

The  following  Byelaws  and  Regulations  are  in  force,  and  were 
confirmed  in  the  years  mentioned  : — 

(1)  Markets  (1006  and  1922). 

(2)  Slaughterhouses  (1005  and  1922). 

(3)  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (1900  and  1012). 

(4)  Common  Lodging  Houses  (1892). 

(5)  Nuisances  ‘(1892). 

(6)  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  and  the  Removal 

of  Refuse,  etc.  (1892). 

(7)  Trade  of  Soap  Boiler  (1892). 

(8)  Trade  of  Tallow  Melter  (1892). 

(9)  Trade  of  Leather  Dresser  (1892). 

(10)  Trade  of  Tanner  (1892). 

(11)  Fellmonger  (1892). 

(12)  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  (1900). 

(13)  Good  Rule  and  Government  (1915). 

(14)  Confirming  Order  under  Section  51,  Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1907,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  (1917). 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme  ...  17 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  912 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  106 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ..,  ...  ...  497 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  225 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  56 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  118 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied — - 

(a.)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  54 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909: 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  — 
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REPORT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  CENSUS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

WALES— 1921. 

The  population  of  Llanelly  M.B.  is  given  as  36,520.  (The 
revised  population  (Registrar- General)  was  stated  to  be  37,180.) 

the  Borough  showed  an  increase  in  population  during  the 
intercensal  period  of  13.9  per  cent. 

the  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  in  the  Borough  is  given 
as  17.7 — the  maximum  for  urban  districts  in  the  County.  The 
acreage  used  is  that  of  all  land  and  inland  water  together,  and 
includes  parks,  etc.  The  acreage  density  does  not,  therefore, 
necessarily  provide  any  index  to  overcrowding  from  the  housing 
point  of  view. 

The  Borough  has  93  per  cent,  of  structurally  undivided  houses. 

The  room  density,  i.e. , the  average  number  of  rooms  per  person, 
is  stated  as  1.11.  The  average  density  for  the  whole  County 
is  1.18. 

The  proportion  of  males  occupied  at  all  ages  over  12  is  877  per 
1,000  i,m  the  Administrative  County,  and  898  per  1,000  in  the 
Borough.  The  corresponding  figures  for  females  are  226  and  220 
per  1,000. 

Language  Spoken. 

Persons  per  1,000  of  the  population  aged  3 years  and  upwards. 


English  only. 

Welsh  only. 

Both  English 
and  Welsh. 

No  Statement. 

1911 

1921 

1911 

1921 

1911 

1921 

1911 

1921 

222 

277 

55 

22 

705 

695 

18 

6 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

A full  description  of  the  physical  features  of  the  Borough  is 
given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1920,  to  which  reference  should  be 
made. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  vital  statistics,  as  ascertained  by  me,  and  set  out  in  the 
various  tables,  shew  some  slight  differences  from  those  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General.  In  the  computation  of  Birth,  Death,  etc., 
rates,  1 have  used  the  information  given  by  the  Registrar-General 
in  his  annual  statement  for  the  year-  1923. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1923, 
is  estimated  to  have  been  38,300 — an  increase  of  500  on  the 
population  of  1922.  The  natural  increase  for  the  year,  i.e.,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  479.  ...... 


BIRTHS. 

The  nett  number  of  births  registered  in  1923  was  889,  equal  to 
a birth  rate  of  23.2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  19.7. 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  24,  giving  an  illegitimate  birth 
rate  per  1,000  population  of  0.62,  and  per  1,000  total  births  of 
27.0.  The  ratio  of  legitimate  to  illegimate  births  was  36:1. 
These  rates  are  in  excess  of  those  for  1922. 


Table  shewing  the  Births  in  the  Three  Wards,  according  to  Sex,  and 
the  Birth  Rates  for  each  Quarter. 

(NOT  CORRECTED  FOR  INWARD  TRANSFERABLE  BIRTHS). 


Births. 

Ward 

I. 

Ward 

II. 

Ward 

III. 

All  Wards. 

Total 

Birth 

Rate. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1st  Quarter 

44 

40 

39 

40 

29 

30 

112 

110 

222 

23.26 

2nd 

33 

41 

50 

43 

28 

37 

111 

121 

232 

24.3 

3rd  ,, 

40 

45 

48 

35 

29 

20 

117 

100 

217 

22.7 

4th  „ 

32 

40 

40 

41 

28 

24 

106 

105 

211 

22.1 

Year  1923 

149 

160 

183 

159 

114 

111 

440 

436 

882 

22.76 
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Table  shewing  the  number  of  Births  and  Birth  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


1923 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

1918 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

889 

23.2 

807 

21.3 

926 

24.9 

963 

24.8 

688 

17.7 

773 

20.6 

England 
& Wales 

19.7 

20.6 

22.4 

25,4 

18.5 

17.7 

Notification  of  Births. — There  is  still  some  neglect  on  the  part 
of  midwives  to  notify  births  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907 — 15.  The  following " table 

summarises  the  results  found : — 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  (Gross  Births). 


Births  registered  and  notified 
Births  registered,  but  not  notified 

Total  live  Births 

1923 

1922 

863 

33 

783 

20 

896 

803 

Still  Births  notified 

18 

28 

Births  notified  bv  Midwives 

855 

771 

,,  ,,  ,,  Medical  Practitioners 

— 

3 

,,  ,,  ,,  Parents  

8 

9 

DEATHS. 

The  nett  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  for  the 
year  was  410,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  10.7  per  1,000.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6. 

Gross  Deaths  according  to  District  Registrar's  Returns 
Transferable  Deaths : — 

Inward,  to  be  added  to  Gross  Deaths  ... 

Outward,  to  be  deducted  from  Gross  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough 
Death  Rate  per  1 , 000  population 


427 

17 

35 

409 

10.7 
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Table  shewing  the  Deaths  in  the  Three  Wards,  according  to  Sex,  for 

each  Quarter. 


Deaths. 

Ward 

I. 

Ward 

II. 

Ward 

III. 

All  Wards. 

Total. 

Death 

Rate. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1st  Quarter 

12 

17 

26 

22 

22 

14 

60 

53 

113 

11.80 

2nd 

15 

11 

19 

18 

7 

7 

41 

36 

77 

8.06 

3rd 

21 

10 

28 

20 

10 

8 

59 

38 

97 

10.16 

4th 

15 

27 

25 

23 

16 

16 

56 

66 

122 

12.88 

Year  1923 

63 

65 

98 

83 

65 

45 

216 

193 

409 

10.7 

Table  shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  & Death  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


1923 

1 

922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

1918 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

410 

10.7 

428 

11.3 

409 

11.0 

501 

12.9 

425 

11.4 

532 

15.9 

England 
& Wales 

11.6 

12.9 

12.11 

12.4 

13.8 

17.6 

Percentage  of  all  deaths  : — 


Under  12  months  ...  ...  ...  15.2 

1 — 15  years  ...  ...  ..  7 5 

15 — 45  years  ...  ...  ..  18.6 

45 — 65  years  ...  ...  ...  26.2 

65  years  and  upwards  ...  ...  ...  32.5 


Inquests — The  number  of  Coroner’s  Inquests  held  during  the 
year  was  23. 


Uncertified  Deaths. — The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  was  12. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. — 44  Deaths  occurred  in  public 
institutions,  chiefly  in  the  Llanelly  Workhouse  Infirmary  and  the 
Llanelly  General  Hospital. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  nett  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  12 
months  was  62.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.,  the  number  of 
deaths  per  1,000  births  registered  was  therefore  69.7.  This  is  the 
lowest  infant  mortality  rate  recorded  for  the  Borough.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  rate  for  1923  was  69. 
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Of  the  62  infant  deaths,  five  were  of 
2C8.3  per  1,000  illegitimate  births. 


illegitimate  children 


Table  shewing  Infant  Deaths  in  the  Three  Wards,  according  to  Sex, 
and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rates,  for  each  Quarter. 


Infant 

Deaths. 

Ward 

I. 

Ward 

II. 

Ward 

III. 

All  Wards. 

Total. 

Infant 

Mor- 

tality 

Rate. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  | 

F. 

1st  Quarter 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

9 ! 

6 

15 

67  5 

2nd 

i 

1 

3 

3 

2 

4 

0 

10 

43  1 

3rd 

3 

3 

4 

4 

1 

2 

8 

9 

17 

78.3 

4th 

2 

4 

5 

2 

4 

3 

11  ! 

i 

9 

20 

94.7 

Year  1923 

8 

9 

15 

11 

9 

10 

i 

32  | 

30 

62 

70.2 

Table  shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  the  Rates  of  Infant  Mortality. 


| 

1923 

No.  Rate. 

1922 

No.  Rate. 

1921 

No.  Rate. 

1920 

No.  Rate. 

1919 

No.  Rate. 

1918 

No.  Rate. 

Llanelly 

62 

70.2 

64 

80.7 

76 

82.0 

106 

110.0 

66 

95.0 

78 

99.6 

England 

& Wales 

69.0 

77.0 

83.0 

80.0 

89.0 

97.0 
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Table  Shewing  Infant  Mortality  by  Sex  and  Causes. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1 

c n 
A 

U C/5 
0 

c/5 

rC 

U ^ 

0 £ 

c/5 

A 

+-> 

u S 

0 rC 

0 

o3 

0 

c$ 

0 

p 

p 

p 

o 

ri  O 

H-H 

O 

a o 

*+-* 

O 

a;  O 

6 

p°- 

6 

p® 

6 

P°. 

£ 

F— ( 

£ 

r— 1 

/Under  4 weeks 

14 

31.04 

14 

31.96 

28 

31.50 

4 weeks — 3 months 

5 

11.09 

4 

9.13 

9 

10.12 

5 

3 months — 6 months 

4 

8.87 

6 

13.70 

10 

1 1.25 

6 months — 9 months 

4 

8.87 

6 

13.70 

10 

11.25 

9 months — 12  months 

4 

8.87 

1 

2.28 

5 

5.62 

\Total  under  one  year 

31 

68.74 

31 

70.77 

62 

69.74 

/1st  week 

9 

19.95 

11 

25.11 

20 

22.50 

2nd  week 

4 

8.87 

4 

4.50 

3rd  week 

1 

2.22 

2 

4.57 

3 

3.37 

4th  week 

1 

2.28 

1 

1.12 

\Total  under  4 weeks 

14 

31.04 

14 

31.96 

28 

31.49 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

3 

6.65 

3 

6.85 

6 

6.75 

Developmental  and  Wasting 

— 1 

Diseases  : — - 

Premature  Birth 

8 

17.74 

12 

27.39 

20 

22.50 

£ 

Atrophv, Debility,  Marasmus 

3 

6.65 

5 

11.41 

8 

9.00 

s 

Convulsions 

4 

8.87 

3 

6.85 

7 

7.87 

'■O 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  

4 

8.87 

4 

9.13 

8 

9.00 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

6.65 

3 

3.37 

Infectious  Diseases 

2 

4.43 

1 

2.28 

3 

3.37 

Other  Causes 

4 

8.87 

3 

6.85 

7 

7.87 

v All  Causes 

31 

68.74 

31 

70.77 

62 

69.74 

20  of  the  28  deaths  under  the  age  of  four  weeks  occurred  in  the 
first  week. 

Six  infants  died  on  the  first  day  of  life. 

Four  infants  died  on  the  second  day  of  life. 

Five  infants  died  on  the  third  day  of  life. 

Two  infants  died  on  the  fourth  day  of  life. 

One  infant  died  on  the  fifth  day  of  life. 

Two  infants  died  on  the  seventh  day  of  life. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  the  first  week  were  premature 
birth,  convulsions  and  debility. 

Of  the  total  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months,  28 
were  caused  by  developmental  and  wasting  diseases,  and  6 by 
diarrhoea. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Table  on  page  6 shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified  in  the  three  Wards  of  the  town,  and  the  number 
of  these  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 115  cases — 3.0  per  1,000 — were  notified  com- 
pared with  74  in  1922  . 31  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 

Hospital,  and  all  recovered  with  the  exception  of  one. 

Diphtheria.  58  cases — 1.5  per  1,000 — were  notified  compared 
with  69  in  1922.  Three  deaths  occurred  (0.02  per  1,000). 

Enteric  Fever.— 9 cases— 0.2  per  1,000— were  notified  in  1923 
and  all  recovered.  No  information  was  obtainable  as  to  the  source 
of  infection. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Two  cases  were  notified,  both  aged 
15  years. 

Puerperal  Fever — Four  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. — One  death  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — Four  cases  were  notified. 

Influenza. — This  disease  is  not  now  notifiable.  The  number  of 
deaths  ascribed  to  Influenza  during  the  year  was  4.  In  1922  the 
number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  23. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — 88  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  notified  in  1923,  62  by  medical  practitioners,  and  26  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  through  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association.  This  gives  a notification  rate  of  2.3  per  1,000.  In 
1922,  67  cases  were  notified — 1.7  per  1,000.  49  deaths  were 

caused  by  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 1.3  per  1,000.  In  1922  the 
death  rate  was  1.0  per  1,000. 


Table  shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
for  each  Sex  by  Age-Periods. 


Age. 

0—5 

5- 

-15 

15- 

-25 

25- 

-45 

45- 

-65 

65  and 
upwards 

Total. 

Sex. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1923 

3 

5 

9 

9 

6 

10 

5 

24 

23 

1922  

2 

10 

11 

7 

5 

4 

1 

19 

21 

1921  

1 

1 

4 

6 

12 

9 

5 

5 

1 

21 

23 

1920  

2 

4 

5 

6 

10 

3 

4 

2 

1 

15 

22 

1919  

1 

1 

i 

G 

o 

8 

- 

1 

1 

17 

9 

1918  

2 

3 

10 

9 

12 

5 

5 

1 

18 

29 

1917  

1 

2 

5 

9 

10 

3 

2 

14 

18 

1916  

1 

2 

4 

11 

8 

6 

1 

19 

15 

1915  

1 

1 

3 

10 

10 

14 

5 

3 

..... 

19 

28 

1914  

1 

2 

3 

1 

9 

4 

5 

1 

18 

8 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — 35  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  (notified,  24  by  medical  practitioners  and  11  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer.  This  gives  the  rate  of  notification  as 
0.9  per  1,000.  In  1922,  25  cases  were  notified — 0.7  per  1,000. 

12  deaths,  five  males  and  seven  females,  occurred  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  0.3  per  1,000. 

Under  the  age  of  12  months  ...  3 deaths  (3  males). 

1 — 5 years  ...  ...  6 deaths  (1  male,  5 females). 

25 — 45  years  ...  ...,  3 deaths  (1  male,  2 females). 

Seven  deaths  were  due  to  Tubercular  Meningitis,  two  to 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis,  two  to  General  Tuberculosis,  and  one  to 
Spinal  Tuberculosis. 


Table  shewing  the  Number  of  Persons  examined  by  the  Tuberculbsis 
Physician  and  found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


Age. 

0—5 

5- 

-15 

15—25 

25- 

-45 

45—65 

65  and 
upwards 

Tot 

al. 

Sex. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Pulmonary 

Tubercu- 

losis 

3 

2 

5 

6 

6 

3 

1 

12 

14 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Tubercu- 

losis 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

6 
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Table  shewing  the  Number  of  Persons  treated  by  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association. 


Admitted  to 

Discharged  from 

Sanatoria. 

Hospitals. 

Sanatoria. 

Hospitals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F' 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis 

19 

.0 

13 

G 

11 

9 

10 

4 

Non-Pulmonary 
v Tuberculosis  

2 

3 

l 

3 

5 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases— 51  deaths,  24  males  and  27  females, 
occurred  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  forms  of 
respiratory  disease.  Broncho-pneumonia  was  responsible  for  the 
largest  number  of  deaths.  Bronchitis  was  the  cause  of  14  deaths, 
three  in  the  first  year  of  life. 

Cancer.— The  ©umber  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Cancer  was 
31  14  males  and  17  females.  This  is  equal  to  a Cancer  death 

rate  of  0.8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  situation  of  the  disease  was  as  follows:  — 

Oesophagus  (M.  1) ; Lungs  (M.  2,  F.  1) ; Liver  (M.  1,  F.  2)  ; 
Colon  (M.  1) ; Stomach  (M.  4,  F.  6) ; Prostate  (M.  2) ; 
Breast  (F.  1) ; Generative  Organs  (F.  5) ; Tongue  and 
Epiglottis  (M.  1) ; Ear  (F.  1) ; Mouth  (M.  1) ; Arm 
(F.  1);  Mediastinal  (M  1). 

Heart  Disease. — Heart  Disease  still  ranks  very  high  as  a cause 
of  death.  62  persons — 1.6  per  1,000 died  from  this  cause — 31  males 
and  31  females.  9 of  the  deaths  occurred  before  the  age  of 
45  years.  In  the  age-period  55  and  upwards  the  number  of 
deaths  was  49. 

T 

■ 12  deaths-,  9 males  and  3 females,  were  due  to  disease  of  the 

blood  vessels — arterio-sclerosis  and  aneurism. 

Diarrhoea. — The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  7,  six 
of  these  being  children  under  the  age  of  2 years. 

A circular  was  drawn  up  and  issued  to  mothers  pointing  out 
the  dangers,  especially  in  regard  to-  Diarrhoea,  resulting  from  the 
consumption  by  infants  of  contaminated  milk.  (See  Annual 
Report  for  1921,  page  21). 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  of  this  department  is  now  carried  on  at  the  Old  Town 
Hall  instead  of  at  the  Athenaeum,  as  was  formerly  the  case.  Two 
rooms  are  now  used  instead  of  one,  and  great  increase  in  comfort 
and  convenience  for  the  mothers  and  children  has  resulted.  One 
room  is  used  for  the  undressing  and  weighing  of  the  babies,  and 
the  second  room  for  consultations.  In  addition,  a general  waiting 
room  is  provided.  A much  greater  degree  of  privacy  is  obtained 
at  the  consultations,  and  the  work  generally  can  be  carried  through 
more  expeditiously. 

The  Centre  has  been  open  on  two  days  in  the  week  throughout 
the  year.  The  number  of  mothers  and  children  attending  has 
increased,  and  the  attendance  on  each  day  has  averaged  between 
30  and  40.  The  total  number  of  attendances  of  infants  under  one 
year  was  2,990. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  4,520  visits  to  infants 
under  one  year,  and  978  visits  to  children  over  one  year.  A great 
deal  of  valuable  help  and  advice  in  regard  to  the  minor  ailments 
of  infancy  and  childhood  is  thus  given  in  a large  number  of  cases 
which,  for  one  reason  or  another,  may  never  attend  the  clinic. 

T'he  antenatal  work  is  making  slow  progress,  but  a special 
afternoon  has  been  set  apart  for  the  attendance  of  expectant 
mothers.  The  chief  difficulties  to  overcome  in  this  work  are  old- 
standing  prejudices  and  a lack  of  understanding  on  the  part  of 
the  mother  of  the  issues  involved.  When  these  are  thoroughly 
appreciated  the  expectant  mother  usually  attends  with  a fair 
degree  of  regularity.  The  co-operation  of  the  midwives  practising 
in  the  town  would  be  of  the  utmost  value,  and  real  development 
and  progress  in  this  important  work  would  be  greatly  stimulated 
if  the  Town  Council  were  the  supervising  authority  under  the 
Midwives  Acts. 

The  accompanying  table  shews  details  of  the  work  done 
throughout  the  year  with  particulars  of  the  amount  of  dried  milk 
sold. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  cost  of  milk  to  the  Borough 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1924. 


£ s.  d. 

Dried  Milk  : — 

Payments  ...  ...  ...  436  15  4 

Receipts  ...  ...  ...  410  8 10 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  ...  ...  21  15  4 

Outstanding  ...  ...  ...  4112 

Ordinary  milk:  — 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  ...  ...  2 6 84 


On  Page  28  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1921  is  set  out  the  incouie 
scale  which  is  allowed  in  granting  milk  free  or  at  reduced  price. 


1923. 
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Attendances  at  Centre: 

Infants. 

No.  of  New  Cases 
No.  of  Old  Cases 
Total  No.  of  Attendances 

Children  over  one  year  old. 
Number 

Total  No.  of  Attendances 

Expectant  Mothers. 

Number 

Total  No.  of  Attendances 

Visits  Paid  by  Health  Visitors: 

To  Infants. 

First  Visits 
Subsequent  Visits 
Total  Visits 

To  Children  over  one  year  old 

To  Expectant  Mothers. 

First  Visits 
Subsequent  Visits 
Total  Visits 


Milk: 

No.  of  Free  Milk  Tickets  issued 
To  Mothers 
To  Children 


Glaxo  Dried  Milk: 

No.  of  Packets  sold  fu’l  price 

» » „ >,  half  „ 

» „ „ ,,  reduced  „ 

„ given  free  

Total  Packets  issued 

Cow  and  Gate  Dried  Mdk: 

No.  of  Packets  sold  full  price 

n n n ii  ha^f  ,, 

n n a n reduced  „ 

„ „ given  free  

Total  Packets  issued 


Dorsella  P-ied  Milk: 

No.  of  Packets  sold  full  price 
>.  ..  half 

„ „ „ ,,  reduced,, 

„ „ „ given  free  

Total  Packets  issued 


Ambrosia  Dried  Milk: 

No.  of  Packets  sold  full  price 

n n n n half  ,, 

„ „ „ „ reduced,, 

„ „ „ given  free  

Total  Packets  issued 

Virol: 

No.  of  Packets  sold  full  price 

n n n n half  a 

„ „ „ „ reduced,, 

„ „ „ given  free  

Total  Packets  issued 


b 

rt 

3 

a 

rt 

*~3 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August.  J 

September. 

October. 

November.  J 

U 

o 

a 

o 

a 

Total  for  1 

Year.  | 

18 

13 

28 

27 

30 

26 

42 

25 

22 

.30 

16 

15 

292 

53 

50 

51 

68 

66 

68 

77 

94 

104 

98 

103 

99 

931 

188 

164 

185 

276 

266 

227 

301 

293 

320 

283 

252 

235 

2990 

18 

14 

24 

23 

29 

20 

16 

14 

18 

16 

9 

9 

210 

32 

24 

40 

46 

58 

38 

23 

19 

23 

23 

11 

12 

349 

3 

4 

5 

3 

1 

4 

2 

3 

2 

4 

3 

3 

37 

***** 

10 

9 

11 

7 

2 

5 

2 

4 

2 

6 

5 

7 

70 

90 

81 

72 

80 

71 

69 

82 

79 

58 

76 

46 

55 

859 

306 

281 

311 

357 

375 

340 

213 

176 

214 

394 

436 

258 

3661 

396 

362 

383 

437 

446 

409 

295 

255 

272 

470 

482 

313 

4520 

99 

87 

101 

90 

76 

63 

33 

30 

34 

78 

190 

97 

978 

7 

11 

11 

12 

10 

14 

6 

10 

9 

13 

19 

5 

1?7 

19 

15 

15 

10 

14 

7 

9 

17 

11 

11 

9 

15 

52 

26 

26 

26 

22 

24 

21 

15 

27 

20 

24 

28 

20 

279 

19 

11 

7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

4 

3 

2 

59 

6 

3 

4 

4 

4 

2 

3 

4 

3 

2 

35 

13 

8 

3 

— 

24 

121 

140 

190 

203 

206 

200 

283 

227 

238 

268 

219 

241 

2536 

4 

..... 

4 

4 

1 

4 

17 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

12 

5 

2 

2 

I 

1 

2 

2 

15 

132 

140 

194 

205 

207 

206 

289 

229 

240 

273 

219 

246 

2580 

29 

34 

42 

81 

111 

105 

137 

136 

165 

205 

159 

177 

1381 

1 

10 

8 

8 

2 

4 

4 

2 

39 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

10 

1 

8 

2 

6 

2 

2 

4 

25 

30 

45 

44 

97 

121 

115 

140 

140 

169 

207 

166 

181 

1455 

46 

40 

30 

42 

48 

63 

61 

50 

58 

74 

53 

91 

656 

8 

4 

6 

8 

2 

28 

1 

6 

8 

11 

6 

7 

7 

6 

52 

13 

10 

7 

15 

20 

17 

22 

14 

15 

16 
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MIDWIVES. 

26  midwives — 15  trained  (C.M.B.)  and  11  bona-fide — notified 
their  intention  to-  practice  at  the  beginning  of  1923.  Five  others 
— one  trained  (C.M.B.) — notified  their  intention  to  practise  during 
the  course  of  the  year.  Four  of  these  had  attended  cases*  without 
notifying,  and  only  did  so  after  notice  from  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Three  midwives  gave  up  practice  during  the 
year — all  trained  (C.M.B.). 

The  number  of  midwives  who,  at  the  beginning  of  1924,  notified 
their  intention  to  practise,  was  22 — 14  trained  (C.M.B.)  and  eight 
bona-fide.  Six  midwives  who  practised  in  1923  did  not  notify 
their  intent-on  to  practise. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  done  by  the  midwives  : 

4 midwives  (C.M.B.)  attended  between  100  and  143  cases. 

3 midwives  (C.M.B.)  attended  between  81  and  85  cases. 

7 midwives  (5  C.M.B.  ; 2 bona-fide)  attended  between  9 and 
41  cases. 

7 midwives  (2  C.M.B.  ; 5 bona-fide)  attended  between  1 and 
4 cases. 

10  midwives  did  not  attend  any  cases. 

Three  midwives — all  bona-fide — living  outside  the  Borough, 
attended  seven  cases. 

In  my  Report  for  1922  I urged  the  necessity  for  the  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918,  so  that  the  Town  Council  of  an 
important  borough,  such  as  Llanelly,  might  be  given  the  powers 
and  duties  of  a Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives 
Acts.  Section  9 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902.  permitted  a County 
Council  to  delegate  their  powers  and  duties  to  district  councils, 
but  this  section  was  repealed  by  the  Midwives  Act  of  1918.  I am 
of  the  opinion  that  more  efficient  supervision  could  be  exercised 
if  the  Town  Council  were  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  and 
invested  with  all  the  powers  and  duties  appertaining  thereto1. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  16  dairy  farms  ini  the  Borough,  one  at  present  being 
void.  The  total  number  of  cows  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  179. 

Cieat  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  cowsheds. 

ley  are  much  cleaner,  and,  in  some  cases  structural  alterations 
have  been  made  and  ventilation  and  lighting  improved  This 
satisfactory  state  of  matters  is  largely  due  to  the  visits  of 
inspection  paid  by  the  Health  Committee  and  to  the  frequent 
inspections  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Dairy  farmers  are 
realising  that  clean  milking  can  be  effected  with  very  little  extra 
trouble,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  state  of  the'  milk  when 
examined  bacteriologically. 
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The  dairies  in  the  town  have  been  inspected  at  frequent 
intervals,  and  any  want  of  care  in  the  storage  of  milk  or  clean 
milk  utensils  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  milk-purveyors  who  are 
warned  that  neglect  in  this  respect  may  result  in  the  revocation 
of  tlhfr  registration.  In  general  the  premises  where  milk  is 
stored  are  now  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  question  of  the  rcgis- 
tuition  of  premises  also1  used  for  the  sale  of  general  goods,  and  it 
was  decided  to  refuse  registration  in  such  cases  under  the’ powers 
given  by  the  Milk  and  Diaries  (Amendment)  Act,  1922.  The  persons 
involved  were  informed  of  the  decision  of  the  Council  and  given 
an  opportunity  to  object.  As  the  result  of  the  action  of  the 
Council,  milk  may  no  longer  be  sold  in  shops  which  retail  goods 
of  a general  nature. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  action  of  the  Council  in 
regard  to  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  : 

Cowsheds. 

10  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough  comprising:  — 

4 Wholesale  Producers. 

11  Retail  Producers. 

1  Void. 

No.  of  Producers  recommended  for  registration  ...  5 

No.  of  Producers  not  recommended  for  registration  ...  11 

With  regard  to  the  11  not  recommended  the  following 
improvements  have  been  effected  : — 

2  new  cowsheds  have  been  constructed. 

6 cowsheds  have  been  structurally  improved. 

1 dairy  is  in  course  of  construction. 

2 cowsheds  remain  condemned.  (The  Owner  of  one  of 

these  has  agreed  to  reconstruct  the  building.) 

Retailers. 

Recommended  for  registration  ...  ...  ...  8 

Recommended  for  revocation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Not  recommended  for  registration  ...  ...  22 

The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out:  — 

1 recommended  for  revocation  has  discontinued  selling 

from  her  private  address. 

3 new  dairies  have  been  constructed. 

3  plans  for  new  dairies  have  been  submitted  and 
approved. 

2 dairies  havo  been  improved. 

14  milksellers  have  discontinued  selling  from  general 
shops,  etc. 
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Note. — Since  these  figures  were  tabulated  5 other  persons  were 
found  to  be  selling  milk,  but  they  discontinued  forthwith  on  being 
informed  they  were  creating  an  offence.  Another  two  persons 
applied  for  registration  as  milk  retailers,  and  this  was  granted 
subject  to  their  constructing  suitable  dairy  premises. 

Appended  is  a statement  of  the  results  found  on  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk.  Twelve  samples  were  taken 
before  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

These  were  made  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  and 
included  the  test  for  Tuberculosis  by  animal  inoculation.  The  fee 
in  each  case  for  the  complete  examination  of  milk  samples  is  £1. 

The  following  is  a statement,  shewing  the  results  of  the 
examinations.  All  the  samples  were  taken  at  the  time  of  milking 
in  the  morning,  either  in  the  cowsheds  or  immediately  after 
removal  therefrom:  — 


No.  of 
Sample. 

No.  of 
Bacteria 
per  1 c.c. 

Bac.  Coli 
present 
or  absent 
in 

1/10  c.c. 

B.  Coli 
present 
or  absent 
in 

1/100  c.c. 

Tubercle 

Bacillus 

present 

or 

absent. 

Remarks. 

1 

40,000 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

2 

28,500 

3 

18,000 

Absent 

4 

54,000 

Present 

5 

22,333 

6 

34,000 

Absent 

7 

25,250 

8 

18,730 

9 

119,000 

Present 

Present 

*The  whole  of  the 

family  were  ill 

with  Influenza 

at  the  time. 

Short  labour. 

10 

25,000 

Absent 

Absent 

11 

27,066 

12 

46,000 

” 

» > 

- 

“ Certi- 

Not  more 

Absent 

Absent 

fled  ” 

than 

Milk. 

30,000. 

" Grade  A” 

Not  more 

. 

Absent 

Milk. 

than 

200,000 

* Subsequent  examination  gives  12,000  bacteria  per  1 c.c.  with  absence  of 

B.  Coli  in  1/10  c.c. 
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The  Town  Council  have  no  powers  for  the  inspection  of  cow- 
sheds and  dairies  'situated  outside  the  Borough  which  supply  milk 
to  the  town.  Ini  any  future  legislation  affecting  the  Borough 
power  should  be  given  to  the  Corporation  to  enable  their  officials 
to  inspect  premises  outside  the  Borough  from  which  milk  is  sent 
into  the  town. 

I have  again  to  refer  to  the-  need  for  more  exact  definition  of 
the  term  “distribution”  in  regard  to  the  milk  supply.  The 
methods  used  in  the  distribution  and  handling  of  milk  are  unsatis- 
factory, but  no  guidance  is  given  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Amendment  Act,  1922,  to  local  authorities  in  deciding  under  what 
conditions  distribution  may  be  considered  to  be  detrimental  to 
the  public  health.  Is  a milkman,  whose  business  is  partly  whole- 
sale and  partly  retail,  likely  to  endanger  the  public  health  if  he 
transfers  milk  from  one  churn  to  another  ini  the  open  street  with 
dust  and  other  impurities  flying  about?  Would  the  transferance 
of  milk  from  a railway  chum  to  a private  churn  at  or  near  the 
railway  station  be  regarded  as  distribution  likely  to  endanger  the 
public  health?  The  time-Uonoured  custom  of  supplying  milk  in 
bulk  to  consumers  on  the  door-step  certainly  exposes  milk  to 
contamination  by  the  careless  handling  of  milk  cans  and  measures. 
Is  this  distribution  which  is  likely  to  endanger  the  public  health? 
In  all  of  these  cases  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  contamina- 
tion of  the  milk  is  exceedingly  likely  to  occur,  but  it  would  be  well 
to  know  whether  a local  authority  could  take  proceedings  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922.  on  the  ground  of 
distribution  “likely  to  endanger  the  public  health.” 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  granted  a licence  to  one  of  the 
dairy  farmers  in  the  Borough  for  the  sale  of  “Certified”  Milk. 
This  producer  ha-s  made  very  extensive  improvements  at  his  farm, 
and  other  improvements  are  either  being  made  or  are  contem- 
plated in  the  near  fixture.  An  up-to-date  sterilizing  plant  has  been 
provided  for  sterilizing  milk  vessels,  bottles,  etc.  Bacteriological 
examination  of  samples,  at  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
have  shewn  resuts  in  all  cases  very  much  below  the  prescribed 
standard  for  Certified  Milk. 


27 


WATER  ANALYSIS. 

July  21st,  1923. 


CORPORATION  SUPPLY. 

1. — Chemical. 


Lower 
Lliedi. 
No.  1. 
Unfiltered. 

Upper 
Lliedi. 
No.  2. 
Filtered. 

Solids  in  solution 

9.50 

7.00 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

1.60 

1.60 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

2.54 

2.54 

Nitro  gen  as  Nitrates 

0.073 

0.074 

Oxygen  in  solution 

0.94 

0.88 

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

0.60 

0.11 

Combined  Carbonic  Acid 

0.82 

1.65 

Equivalent  to  temporary  hardness  

1.87 

3.75 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.003 

trace. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.007 

0.005 

Oxygen  required  (moist  combustion) 

0.42 

0.36 

These  figures  are  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 
To  get  grains  per  gallon  multiply  by  7/10ths. 


The  chemical  results  are  satisfactory — No.  2 is  rather  better 
than  No.  1 in  organic  purity. 

2 . — B acteriological . 

Waters  Nos.  1 and  2. — Organisms  of  the  Coli  group  were  not 
found  in  10,  5,  1 or  l/10th  cubic  centimetre.  This  result  is 
satisfactory. 

For  purposes  of  reference  the  characters  of  the  organism  of  the 
coli  group  are  here  appended — Motile,  non-liquefying,  fermenting 
glucose  and  lactose  with  production  of  acid  and  gas,  and  milk  with 
production  of  acid  and  clot,  producing  indol  in  peptone  solution. 


(Signed)  CLARENCE  A.  SELLER,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 
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.1  ^monthly  rainfall,  as  compared  with  the 
rainfall  for  the  past  43  years  was  as  follows:  — 


average  monthly 


(Figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor.) 


Average 

1881- 

Monthly  Rainfall. 
-1923  inclusive. 

Rainfall 
in  1923. 

Absolute 

Increase 

or 

Percentage 

Increase 

or 

Decrease. 

Decrease. 

January 

4.41 

1 3.48 

-0.93 

— 21  1 

February 

March 

3.47 

3.69 

9.09 

2.53 

+ 5.62 
- 1.16 

+ 101.9 
— 31.4 

April 

*>.97 

3.62 

4-0.05 

+ 28.8 

May 

2.88 

3.62 

+ 0.74 

+ 25.7 

June 

3.07 

1.20 

- 1.87 

— 60. 9 

July 

3.93 

3.15 

-0.78 

— 19.8 

August 

4.81 

7.17 

+ 2.36 

+ 49.09 

September 

3.94 

5.45 

+ 1.51 

+ 38.3 

October 

5.66 

8.13 

+ 2.47 

+ 43.6 

November 

4.89 

5.66 

+ 0.77 

+ 15.3 

December 

5.65 

6.28 

+ 0.63 

+ 11.1 

The  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  period  1881—1923  was  49.54 
inches.  The  total  rainfall  for  1923  was  59.38  inches. 


HOUSING. 

The  duties  in  respect  of  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  and 
Demolition  Orders  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1900,  and  in  respect  of  the  repair  of 'houses 
under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919 
(a.s  amended  by  Section  10  of  the  Housing,  etc.,  Act,  1923),  are 
now  administered  by  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee. 

A detailed  Survey  of  the  town  is  now  being  made  so  a.s  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  with  a view 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  I suggested  to  the  Housing 
Committee  that  powers  should  be  obtained  from  the  Town 
Council  to  enable  a Closing  Order  to  be  made  on  any  house  of 
this  description  immediately  upon  its  becoming  void,  so  that  an 
opportunity  might  be  given  for  the  repair  of  the  house  before  re- 
letting. The  Town  Council  have  adopted  a resolution  of  the 
Housing  Committee  in  the  following  terms:  — 

“That,  in  future,  when  houses  which  have  been  represented 
“as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  in  the  case  of  which  Closing 
“Orders  have  been  considered  and  postponed,  become 
“void,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Sanitary 
“Inspector  serve  Closing  Orders  forthwith  on  the  owners 
“of  such  houses.” 


29 


The  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  Borough  in  1923  was  27, 
17  with  Government  assistance,  and  10  by  private  enterprise. 
In  1922,  222  houses  were  erected  under  Government  assisted 
schemes.  The  figures  for  1923  point  to  the  fact  that  the  erection 
of  booses  without  Government  assistance  is  not  possible  under 
existing  conditions. 

The  Corporation  are  proceeding  with  a contract  for  60  houses, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  additon  to  these  75  subsidy  houses  will 
be  erected  under  the  Housing,  etc.,  Act,  1923. 

About  15  other  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  by  private 
enterprise.  Unless  something  further  is  done  to  encourage 
building  operations,  these  houses  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
ordinary  requirements  of  the  Borough,  and  they  do  not  provide 
anything  towards  making  up  the  arrears  in  housing. 

There  is  much  overcrowding  in  the  town,  and  many  families  are 
housed  under  conditions  that  are  degrading  to  habits  and  morals. 
Adults  and  children — of  both  sexes — are  too  often  to  be  found  in 
the  same  sleeping  apartment,  usually  overcrowded.  This  state  of 
matters  is  a statutory  offence  which,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  house’ shortage,  cannot  be  dealt  with  except  at  a greater 
hardship  than  the  unfortunate  people  already  suffer  from. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  arrangements  in  force  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  are 
not  yet  quite  satisfactory. 

I am  of  opinion  that  definite  arrangements  should  be  made  for 
the  collection  of  house  refuse,  so  that  this  might  be  completed  by 
about  9.30  aim.  at  latest.  It  should  be  laid  down  as  clearly  as 
possible  that,  no  trade  refuse  would  be  removed  while  the  wagons 
were  engaged  on  the  removal  of  house  refuse.  Further,  I again 
suggest  that  in  order  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  trade  refuse  in 
such  a.  manner  a,s  to  cause  the  least  amount  of  nuisance,  the  refuse 
should,  if  dry,  be  put  in  bags  provided  for  the  purpose.  In  the 
case  of  wet  rubbish,  bins  should  take  the  place  of  the  bags,  and 
admixture  of  the  two  varieties  of  refuse  should  be  guarded  against 
as  much  as  possible,  so  that  collection  may  be  facilitated.  For 
the  removal  of  trade  refuse  a charge  should  be  made  on  the 
traders. 

Householders  still  continue  the  practise  of  throwing  refuse  in 
the  back  lanes  with  the  result  that  these  are  often  very  unsightly. 
Tn  very  few  cases  is  the  refuse  placed  in  boxes  or  bins.  In  the 
lanes  behind  business  premises  it  is  common  to  find  large  heaps 
containing  paper,  cardboard  boxes,  etc. 

This  state  of  matters  will  continue  until  householders  and  the 
couplers  of  business  premises  are  proceeded  against  and  penalties 
imposed.  But  while  no  system  obtains  applicable  universally 
throughout  the  town  for  the  removal  of  house  and  trade  refuse,  the 
prosecution  of  individual  offenders  is  impracticable. 
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Any  system  instituted  must  provide  for  regular  and  periodical 
removal  of  refuse  and  for  this  to  be  completed  by  a certain  hour 
in  the  forenoon.  When  a system  of  this  kind  is  perfected  house- 
holders and  others  who  put  refuse  into  the  streets  or  back  lanes 
after  prohibited  hours  should  be  prosecuted. 

The  amount  of  household  refuse  from  individual  houses  could 
be  greatly  reduced  by  burning  much  of  it  in  the  kitchen  fire.  This 
kind  of  refuse  bulks,  largely  in  the  total  volume  of  refuse  collected 
during  the  year,  and  is  responsible  for  a great  deal  of  the  cost  of 
removal  and  disposal.  The  decomposition  of  organic  refuse  is  the 
cause  of  the  offensive  odours  at  the  tipping  place. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  regarding  refuse  collected 
in  1923:  — 

Tons. 

Highway  Refuse  (including  that  from  street  gullies)...  1,029 
Market  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  468 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  13,533 


Total  ...  ...  ...  15,228 

The  total  amount  of  refuse  collected  in  1922  was  17,084  tons. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

The  public  slaughterhouse  has  been  under  consideration  during 
the  past  year.  A special  report  on  its  state  was  presented  by  the 
Veterinary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  as  a result  the  Counhl  lave 
decided  to  erect  on  another  site  a new  and  up  to  date  slaughter- 
house, which  will  be  situated,  preferably,  near  the  railway  line. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1924),  further  consideration  has 
been  given  to  the  slaughterhouse,  more  especially  with  regard  to 
its  administration.  In  order  that  this  may  l.e  simplified  the 
Council  have  decided  to  transfer  to  the  Heaitn  Committee  from 
the  Markets  Committee  all  matters  relating  to  the  administration 
of  the  slaughterhouse. 

The  Departmental  Committee  “appointed  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  legislative  and  administrative  measures  to  secure 
adequate  protection  for  the  health  of  the  people  in  connection 
with  the  slaughter  of  animals  and  distribution  of  meat  for  human 
consumption  in  England  and  Wales,  submitted  a number  of 
recommendations,  and  they  suggest  that  it  would  be  of 
assistance  to  Local  Authorities  and  tend  to  uniformity  in  the 
matter  of  meat  inspection  if  the  Ministry  of  Health  would  issue 
a Model  series  of  regulations  dealing  with  the  most  important 
matters. 

In  the  Special  Report  on  Meat  Inspection,  which  I submitted 
to  the  Health  Committee  in  January,  1924,  I made  certain 
recommendations  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  result  in  better 
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supervision  over  the  meat  supply,  especially  in  reference  to  the 
slaughterhouse.  In  this  report,  among  other  matters,  I suggested 
that  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  are  qualified  Meat  Inspectors, 
should  be  responsible  for  the  examination  of  all  carcases  after 
slaughter.  My  suggestions  were  on  the  lines  of  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Departmental  Committee’s  Report  on  Meat 
Inspection  (Page  16).  In  any  case  of  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the 
Meat  Inspectors,  the  Veterinary  Inspector  would  be  called  in  to 
give  his  opinion  as  the  expert.  This  procedure,  in  my  opinion, 
would  provide  a complete  and  expeditions  system  of  meat 
inspection  so  far  as  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  is 
concerned. 

The  same  complete  examination  is  not  possible  in  the  case  of 
animals  slaughtered  in  premises  beyond  the  Borough  boundaries  as 
powers  for  inspection  of  animals  and  carcases  cannot  be  exercised 
in  the  Llanelly  Rural  District.  Animals  may  be  slaughtered 
without  any  examination  of  the  carcases  or  offal. 

Without  a complete  examination  of  a carcase  and  its  offal  it  is 
impossible  to  say  conclusively  that  the  meat  is  fit  for  human  food. 

SUPERVISION  OYER  GENERAL  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

While  greater  care  is  being  taken  to  see  that  the  public  is  safe- 
guarded in  regard  to  the  milk  and  meat  supply,  so  far  as  this  can 
be  effected  under  the  existing  law,  much  more  is  required. 

It  would  be  to  the  public  advantage  to  have  greater  control  over 
the  places  where  food  is  exposed  for  sale,  and  as  to  the  methods 
of  distribution  and  handling  of  food.  Contamination  of  food  by 
dust,  flies,  etc.,  is  easy  under  existing  conditqns,  especially  when 
food  is  exposed  in  the  open  without  any  protection.  It  should  be 
made  an  offence  for  food  to  be  exposed  to  defilement  by  dust  and 
mud  from  the  public  streets.  All  perishable  food  should  be  kept 
behind  glass  windows,  and  the  public  should  be  prohibited  from 
handling  or  tasting  it.  The  Departmental  Committee’s  Report 
on  Meat  Inspection  contains  certain  recommendations  in  this 
regard  in  connection  with  meat  supplies,  and  they  suggest  that 
new  regulations  should  be  issued  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  but 
it-  would  be  a great  advantage  if  similar  regulations  were  made 
applicable  to  other  kinds  of  food  which  are  likely  to  be  con- 
taminated from  the  same  causes.  In  addition  any  regulations 
should  provide  for  food  which  attracts  flies  to  be  suitably  covered. 
Ibis  is  specially  desirable  in  shops  where  meat  or  confectionery, 
including  pastries,  etc.,  isi  sold. 

The  handling  of  food  by  the  public  before  sale  should  be  pro 
minted.  This  dirty  practice  is  too  common  in  the  shops  of  the 
town, 
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The  distribution  of  food  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  vans  in 
which  bread  is  distributed  leave  much  to  be  desired,  as  the  bread 
is  generally  exposed  to  the  dust  of  the  streets  and  frequently 
comes  into  contact  with  the  clothes  of  the  drivers  and  assistants. 
Loaves  of  bread  are  handled  in  a very  careless  way,  and  may  show 
evidence  of  having  fallen  in  the-  streets.  In  all  cases,  bread  and 
like  articles  should  be  enclosed  in  paper  bags  as  soon  as  possible 
aftei  manufacture,  so  that  there  may  be  no  rish  of  defilement  in 
subsequent  handling.  Suitable  measures  for  their  protection 
should  be  taken  with  all  articles  of  food  which  are  likely  to  be 
consumed  in  a raw  or  partially  cooked  condition. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  existing  Isolation  Hospital  consists  of  one  ward-block,  with 
two  wards  and  an  observation  ward.  It  cont-ainsi  also-  the  ward 
kitchen.  There  is  accommodation  for  a maximum  of  13  patients, 
but  only  one  kind  of  infectious  disease  cam  be  treated  at  one  time. 

The  Hospital  is  now  being  extended  to  provide  acco-mmodaton 
for  another  10  patients.  When  completed  there  will  be  eight 
single-bed  wards  and  one  two-bed  ward,  besides  ward  kitchen. 
The  extension-  is  of  the  “temporary”  descripton.  The  wards  will 
be  heated  by  hot-water  pipes  supplemented  by  radiators.  A dis- 
charge block  is  being  erected  with  a bath-room  situated  between 
the-  “infected”  and  the  “disinfected”  ro-o-ms.  A new  mortuary 
and  a-  laundry,  to  which  is  attached  a disinfecting  room,  are  to  be 
built.  Increased  accommodation  for  nurses  is  being  provided. 
This  block  contains  three  single  bedrooms,  sitting-room,  bath- 
room, and  kitchen.  The  kitchen  will  be  used  for  all  the  cooking 
of  the  Hospital,  and  will  be  connected  with  the  present  adminis 
tratio-n  block  by  a co-vered  way.  The  kitchen  of  the  administrative 
block  will  be  enlarged. 

A number  of  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  present  ward 
block,  which  have  added  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the 
wards. 

During  the  year  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  staffing  of  the 
Hospital,  which  have  resulted  in  greater  efficiency.  A Matron  is 
now  permanently  in  charge  of  the  Hospital,  and  she  will  be 
assisted  by  two  nurses  (permanent),  so  that  it  will  not.  be  necessary 
to  engage  temporary  nurses  at  relatively  larger  salaries. 

The  Hospital  has  been  in  constant  use  during  the  year,  and 
there  is  very  little  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  allow 
their  children  to  go  to  the  Hospital. 

DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  of  clothing,  etc.,  is  now  being  -done  by  the  “Sack 
Disinfector  (Meldrum’s  Limited).  The  chamber  which  houses  the 
disinfector  is  divided  into  two  portions,  each  provided  with  shelves, 
for  infected  and  disinfected  articles. 
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The  sack  is  large  enough  to  take  in  a full-sized  mattress — when 
rolled  up — and  the  disinfection  by  this  apparatus  appears  to  be 
quite  satisfactory.  The  services  of  one  man,  only  are  required  in 
ordinary  circumstances.  Steam  is  generated  in  a seven-gallon 
boiler,  heated  by  gas.,  and  it  passes  into  the  top  of  the  sack.  Dis- 
infection is  complete  a few  minutes  after  steam  appears  at  the 
mouth  of  the  sack.  The  articles  on  being  taken  out  are  dry,  and 
merely  require  shaking  to  remove  any  steam  left  oni  them. 

MATERNITY  HOME. 

The  provision  of  a Maternity  Home  has  been  considered  during 
the  past  year,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to,  acquire  Felinfoel 
House  for  this  purpose.  The  Ministry  of  Health  have  been 
approached  with  a view  to  their  sanction  to  purchase  the  premises, 
and  if  this  is  obtained  the  necessary  alterations  will,  in  course  of 
time  be  made.  These  premises  will  accommodate  from  seven  to 
eight  patients.  In  view  of  the  great  amount  of  overcrowding  in 
the  town  at  the  present  time,  the  need  for  a Maternity  Home  is 
very  great. 


PORT  SANITATION. 

1,005  vessels  were  inspected  during  the  year,  compared  with 
829  in  1922  ; 628  being  coastwise  and  377  foreign  traders.  Imports 
amounted  to  183,443  tons,  and  exports  to  539,393  tons.  The 
corresponding  amounts  for  the  year  1922  were  169,472  tons  and 
452,898  tons  respectively. 

The  foreign  countries  and  ports  from  which  vessels  came 
were : — 

Begium. — Antwerp,  Ghent. 

Channel  Islands. — Guernsey,  Jersey. 

Denmark — Copenhagen. 

Fi  n 1 and . — Helsingfors . 

France.— St,  Servan,  Rouen,  Boulogne,  Dunkirk,  Havre, 
Hennebont,  Honfleur,  Morlaix,  Cherbourg,  Brest! 
Dieppe,  St.  Brieux,  Trouville,  La  Rochelle,  St.  Malo,' 
Treport,  Nantes,  Fecamp,  Porthgain,  Hayle,  La  Pallice’ 
Millom,  Bordeaux,  Rose  off,  Sables  D’Ollonne,  St! 
Nazaire. 

Germany.— Hamburg,  Stettin,  Wilhclmshaven,  Emden. 
Holland . — Rotterdam , Amsterdam,  Dordrecht. 

New  Brunswick — St.  John. 

Norway — Stevanger . 

Nova  Scotia — Halifax. 

Spain. — Huelva. 
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The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  or  his  assistants  inspected  all  the 
vessels.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  only  pays  visits  of 
inspections  when  specially  necessary. 

A Circular  containing  extracts  from  the  Port  Sanitary  Authori- 
ties (Infectous  Disease)  Regulations,  1920,  is  handed  to  the  Master 
of  every  vessel  arriving  at  Llanelly.  A copy  of  the  Circular  is 
shown  in  my  Report  for  1921. 

A sailor  on  the  s.s.  “Afon  Dulais”  was  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  on  10th  March,  1923,  suffering  from  Measles. 

The  statistics  of  the  shipping  entering  Llanelly  are  given  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  Llanelly  during  the  Year  1923 

(Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Chief  Customs  Officer). 


Num- 

ber. 

Ton- 

nage. 

Number 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of 

Health. 

Inspected 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspec- 
tor. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Defec- 
tive. 

Number 

of 

Orders 

issued. 

( Steamers 

Foreign  - Sailing 

(Fishing 

Total  Foreign  

385 

12 

175,903 

1,025 

| 377 

397 

155,928 

| 377 

Coast- 

wise 

' Steamers 

Sailing  

Fishing 

519 

25 

141,124 

2,277 

| 628 

— 

Total  Coastwise 

Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 

544 

143,401 

628 

941 

299,329 

1005 

1922 

840 

249,636 

829 

2 

2 

1921 

487 

132,829 

473 

7 

7 

1920 

653 

653 

24 

24 

1919 

376 

376 

2 

2 

1918 

147 

147 

i 

i 

1917 

261 

261 

19 

19 

1916 

412 

412 

26 

26 

1915 

624 



624 

32 

32 

1914 

863 

1 

1 

863 

36 

36 

35 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES, 

AND  HOME  WORK. 


Premises. 

1. — Inspection. 

No.  of  Written 
Inspection.  Notices. 

Prose 

cutions 

Factories 

16 

2 

— 

Workshops 

Workplaces 

52 

18 

— 

Totals  ... 

68 

20 

r 

2. — Defects. 

Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Act:  — 


Particulars. 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Other  nuisances 


No.  of  Defects. 

Referred  to  H.M. 
Found.  Remedied.  Inspector 
11  ...  11 


5 ’’’  5 


Sanitary  Accommodation:  — 

Insufficient  ...  — • • • — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  4 — 4 

Not  separate  for  sexes  — ...  — 

Offences  under  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act:  — 

Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  Bake- 
houses ...  — ...  — 

Other  Offences  ...  — •••  — 


20  ...  20 


3. — Home  Work. 

Lists 

received.  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
Wearing  apparel,  making,  etc.  — ...  — ...  — 
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— Registered  Workshops. 

W orkshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year : 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ..  22 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery  ...  ...  ...  105 

Tailoring  ...  “ ...  _ ’’’  43 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  107 

5. — Other  Matters. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act : — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  17 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector...  15 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1923. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 

of  Llanelly. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  a report  on  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  1923. 

Considerable  changes  have  taken  place  in  connection  with  the 
routine  work  of  this  branch  of  the  Department,  the  whole  system 
of  inspections,  service  of  notices,  keeping  of  records,  etc.,  having 
been  re-organised. 

With  the  appointment  of  Mr.  R.  Evans  it  will  be  possible  to 
extend  still  further  in  the  future  and  enable  the  work  to  be  carried 
out  in  a more  regular  and  efficient  manner. 

Progress  has  been  made  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Acts,  particularly  Section  28  of  the  1919  Act,  the  results  of  which 
will  be  better  seen  during  the  following  year. 

Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  compelling  owners  to  execute 
the  necessary  repairs  to  property  which,  to  a large  extent,  is  due 
to  the  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials,  and  the  number  of  cases 
in  which  tenants  are  ini  arrears  of  rent  through  unemployment 
and  other  causes.  At  the  same  time  it  is  false'  economy  to  neglect 
essential  repairs,  as  in  a short  time  one  defect  will  often  cause 
other  dilapidations  which,  if  allowed  to  continue,  eventually  entail 
considerable  expense. 

The  following  table  is  a summary  shewing  the  actual  work 
which  has  been  carried  out:  — 
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Details  of  Inspections  Made  and  Nuisances  Abated. 


Prelimi- 

nary 

Notices. 

Statu- 

tory 

Notices. 

Total. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made 

5748 

Total  No.  of  Notices  served 

497 

118 

Total  No.  of  Notices  complied  with 

225 

54 

279 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ’ 
Drains  Tested 

25 

NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Drains  Relaid 

9 

6 

Drains  Repaired 

10 

3 

13 

Drains  Cleansed 

124 

1 

125 

Drains  Trapped 

6 

1 

7 

W.C.’s  Repaired  or  Cleansed 

24 

18 

42 

W.C.’s  Fitted  with  New  Pans  and  Traps 

25 

17 

42 

Flushing  Appliances  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Additional  W.C.’s  or  Urinals  provided 

20 

29 

55 

2 

1 

3 

Sinks  Fixed 

Sinks  Trapped 

3 

1 

4 

Roofs  Repaired 

20 

8 

28 

Raintroughs  or  Down-pipes  Repaired 

32 

9 

41 

Yards,  etc.,  Paved  or  Floors  Repaired 

18 

10 

28 

Plastering  Repaired  or  Renewed  

40 

15 

55 

Ventilation  improved  

17 

11 

28 

Limewashing,  Cleansing,  or  Papering  carried  out 

97 

97 

Accumulations  Removed 

10 

4 

14 

Ashbins  Provided 

3 

3 

Defective  Water  Supply  Remedied 

3 

1 

4 

Overcrowding  abated  

14 

14 

Nuisances  from  Animals  abated 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  

42 

15 

57 

HOUSING. 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be-  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  ...  4 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  56 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ...  ...  ...  — 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

The  three  Closing  Orders  made  are  still  operative. 

For  56  houses  found  to  be  not  reasonably  fit,  notices  have  been 
served  under  Section  28  of  the  1919  Act  and  Section  10,  1923  Act. 

Many  of  these  are  either  in  course  of  being  put  in  repair,  or 
repairs  will  be  commenced  in  the  near  future-. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

Bake  houses  ...  •••  ...  22 

Underground  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  - — 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery  ...  ...  ...  105 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Miscellaneous  ...  •••  •••  •••  167 

No.  of  Visits:  — 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  16 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  52 

N uisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Action  taken  on  receipt  of  Notice  from  H.M.  Factory 

Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Reports  of  action  taken,  etc.,  forwarded  to  H.M.  Factory 

Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Outworkers : — 

No  lists  were  received  during  the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Eight  applications  were  received  for  registration,  the  following 
six  being  granted.:  — 


Address. 

Keeper. 

- 

Deputy 

Keeper. 

No.  of 
Rooms. 

No.  of 
Lodgers 
allowed. 

The  Old  Union, 

Angelina  Cotton 

Wm.  Wallace 

4 

22 

Church  Street. 

13  & 14  Church 

Michael  Egan 

10 

20 

Street. 

10,  Island  Place 

Emily  Keenan 

Emma  Bean 

6 

34 

4,  King  Scjuare  

Angelina  Cotton 

Thos.  Griffiths 

7 

22 

31,  Mill  Lane  

Angelina  Cotton 

Samuel  Lock 

5 

64 

3,  Park  Terrace  .... 

Martha  O’Donoghue 

E.  Davies 

9 

23 

Registration  was  not  granted  to  the  applicants  of  2,  Park 
Terrace,  and  28,  Water  Street,  as  these  houses;,  after  inspection, 
could  not  be  favourably  reported  on.  58  visits  of  inspection  were 
paid  to  the  various  houses,  including  night  visits.  13  cases  of 
overcrowding  were  detected,  and  the  surplus  beds  ordered  to  be 
removed. 

The  standard  of  wholesomeness  and  cleanliness  has  considerably 
improved  during  the  year. 
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SMOKE  AND  GRIT  OBSERVATIONS. 

22  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  this  class  of 
mnsanoe  the  factories  chiefly  concerned  being  the  Electric  Light 
and  traction  Co.;  the  Reliance  Euel  Works  and  the  Western 
Works.  Samples  of  grit  have  been  obtained  for  analytical 
purposes.  In  one  factory  dust  catchers  are  being  installed  which 
it  is  hoped,  will  mitigate  the  nuisance,  and  in  the  other  cases 
greater  care  is  being  exercised. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Periodical  inspections  have  been  made. 

FRIED  FISH  AND  CHIP  SHOPS. 

12  inspections  have  been  made.  During  the  following  year  it 
will  be  possible  to  pay  more  attention,  which  undoubtedly  is 
necessary , to  this  class  of  business,  owing  to  the  increasing 
demand  for  this  article  of  food,  and  the  consequent  rapid  growth 
of  the  trade. 

In  the  future  it  will  be  advisable  for  the  Council  to  obtain 
powers  to  declare  this  business  an  Offensive  Trade  with  a view  to 
exercising  control  over  their  establishment. 


ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

Here  again  regulations  are  required  to  ensure  that  the  premises 
used  for  the  making  of  this  commodity  are  suitable  as  regards  con- 
struction, and  that  every  care  is  taken  in  its  production. 


COWSHEDS. 

No.  of  Retail  Producers  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  11 

No.  of  Wholesale  Producers  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Cowsheds  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  cows  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  179 

DAIRIES. 

No.  of  Retailers  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  Retailers  inside  the  Borough  whose  premises  are 

situated  outside  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


166  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  and 
attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  various  milkshops  which  were 
struck  off  the  register  as  being  unsuitable.  Ini  some  cases  it  was 
found  later  that  milk  was  being  retailed  from  these  shops,  but 
this  was  discontinued  on  the  proprietors  being  informed  that  they 
were  creating  an  offence. 
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In  all  cases  where  Dairies  were  condemned  or  where  alterations 
were  required,  plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved.  In  most 
instances  the  new  buildings  have  been  completed  or  are  nearing 
completion. 

Considerable  improvement  has  also  been  effected  at  the  Cow- 
sheds where  cleaner  methods  prevail.  This  has  been  demon- 
strated by  the  results  of  the  12  samples  of  milk  obtained  at  the 
Farms  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

THE  PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered. : — 


1923 

1922 

Beasts 

2047 

1826 

Calves 

2177 

2273 

Pigs 

4580 

4451 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

11406 

12231 

Total 

20210 

20781 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


All  classes  of  food  shops  have  received  attention  including 
regular  inspections  at  the  Slaughterhouse  and  Markets.  The 
total  number  of  inspections  was  1,696. 

The  following  quantities  of  food  have  been  condemned  : — 

2 carcases  of  beef. 

3 forequarters  of  beef. 

1 hindquarter  of  beef. 

14J  cwt.  of  lungs,  livers,  etc. 

2J  carcases  of  mutton. 

1 carcase  of  pork. 

12  lbs.  of  sausages. 

140  lbs.  of  tripe. 

14  rabbits. 

32  stone s of  fish. 

33  boxes  of  haddock. 

1 barrel  of  sprats. 

7 cases  of  fish. 

197  tins  of  fruit,  beef,  etc. 

1 ton,  17  cwt.  of  potatoes. 

92  lbs.  of  mushrooms. 

1 barrel  of  pears. 

36  melons. 

5 squares  of  cherries. 
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The  following  were  condemned  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  at 
the  Public  Slaughter  House  as  unfit  for  human  food  : — 

4 carcases  of  beef. 

1 carcase  of  pork. 

1 carcase  of  mutton. 


RENT  RESTRICTION  ACT. 

Very  few  applications  under  this  Act  have  been  received.  In 
all  cases  where  the  application  has  been  justified,  a certificate, 
showing  the  defects,  has  been  issued.  A notice  is  then  served  on 
the  Owner  requesting  the  execution  of  the  necessary  repairs. 

MATTERS  REPORTED  TO  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR. 

24  complaints  as  to  nuisances  have  been  handed  over  to  the 
Surveyor’s  Department.  These  referred  to  choked  drains,  sewers 
and  accumulations  of  refuse,  etc. 


FUMIGATIONS. 

The  number  of  houses  fumigated  during  the  year  was  215.  The 
Wards  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  were  fumigated  on  six  occasions. 
The  following  buildings  were  also  fumigated  : — Llanelly  Hospital 
and  Public  Mortuary.  The  St.  John’s  Ambulance  was  fumigated 
after  it  had  been  used  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  houses  fumigated : — 


Wards 

Following  Scarlet  Fever 
, , Tuberculosis 

, , Diphtheria 

,,  Pneumonia 

,,  Puerperal  Fever 

,,  Erysipelas 

,,  Dirty  Conditions 

,,  Other  Diseases 

,,  Typhoid  Fever 

Total 

A number  of  Public  Library 
fumigated. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

Total. 

33 

...  34 

...  8 

...  75 

19 

...  20 

...  13 

...  52 

16 

...  22 

...  10 

...  48 

1 

...  1 

. . . 

...  2 

1 

...  2 

. . . 

...  3 

2 

...  4 

...  1 

...  7 

9 

...  4 

...  4 

...  17 

6 

1 

...  2 

...  9 

1 

1 

...  — 

...  2 

88 

89 

38 

215 

and 

School 

Books 

were  also 
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I have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  his  valuable  aid  in  all  matters,  also  my  thanks  are  due  to  the 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  during  my  term  of  office. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  PYATT, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall, 

Llanelly. 


May,  1924. 
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TABLE  II. —Deaths  rsgistered  in  the  Year  ended  31st  Dec  , 1923. 

(International  List  of  Causes  of  Death.) 


Co  uses  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 year. 

. 

1 

1-1 

2—5. 

5—15. 

15—25. 

25—35. 

35—45. 

45—55. 

55—65. 

65—75 

75  & Upwards. 

I. — General  Diseases: 

| 

Measles 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Diphtheria  

3 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis — • 

! 

Pulmonary 

49 

1 

4 

13 

10 

6 

8 

7 

Meningitis 

7 

2 

1 

4 

Peritoneum 

1 

1 

Spinal  Column 

1 

1 

Other  Organs  

3 

1 

1 

1 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Cancer — 

Mouth,  Tongue,  &c 

2 

2 

Stomach,  Liver,  &c 

14 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

Peritoneum  and 

Intestines 

1 

1 

Female  Generative 

Organs 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Organs 

8 

2 

5 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

Osteo-arthritis,  &c 

2 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

i 

5 

3 

1 

1 

II. — Diseases  of  the 

Nervous  System,  &c.: 

Anterior  Ascending 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

and  Apoplexy 

21 

1 

7 

9 

4 

Softening  of  Brain 

1 

1 

Paralysis 

1 

1 

General  Paralysis  of 

1 

Insane 

1 

] 

Other  Forms  of  Mental 

Alienation 

2 

1 

1 

Epilepsy 

2 

1 

1 

•Convulsions 

8 

7 

1 

Mastoid  Disease 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Ears 

1 

1 
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TABLE  II  . — Continued. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 year. 

oi 

H 

id 

i 

id 

i-H 

i 

15—25. 

25—35. 

III. — Diseases  of  Circu- 

1 

latory  System: 

Endocarditis  and  Myo- 

carditis  

4 

Valvular  Disease  of 

Heart,  Degeneration, 

&c. 

56 

1 

1 

2 

Angina  Pectoris 

2 

Aneurism  

2 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

10 

Other  Disease  of  Ar- 

teries 

1 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

1 

Other  Disease  of  Circu- 

latory  System 

1 

IV. — Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory  Organs: 

Disease  of  Thyroid 

Body 

1 

Bronchitis  

14 

3 

1 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

15 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Lobar-Pneumonia 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (type  not 

stated) 

7 

1 

o 

Pleurisy 

2 

Asthma 

1 

V. — Diseases  of  Diges- 

tive  System: 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

2 

Other  Disease  of 

Stomach  

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 

9 

6 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

2 

Other  Disease  of  Intes- 

tines 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

1 

Peritonitis  

1 

1 

VI. — Diseases  of  the 

Genito-Urinary  Sys- 

tem: 

Nephritis 

10 

1 

Disease  of  Bladder  

1 

Disease  of  Urethra  

1 

1 

Salpingitis  

1 

1 

5 


4 


2 

1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


2 


1 

1 
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TABLE  II. — Continued. 


Causes  of  Death. 

AL  Ages. 

Under  1 year. 

i-H 

2—5. 

IO 

f-H 

O 

15—25. 

25—35. 

35—45. 

45- — 55. 

55—65. 

65—75. 

75  & Upwards. 

VII. — The  Puerperal 
State: 

Prolonged  Obstructed 
Labour 

1 

1 

VIII. — Diseases  of  the 
Skin: 

Septic  Pemphigus 

1 

1 

IX. — Diseases  of  the 
Bones  and  Organs  of 
Locomotion: 

Osteomyelitis 

1 

1 

X.— Nil. 

XI. — Diseases  of  Early 
Infancy: 

Premature  Birth 
Infant  Debility,  Icterus 
&c. 

Injuries  at  Birth 

20 

8 

1 

20 

8 

1 

XII.— Old  Age: 

Old  Age 

30 

6 

24 

XIII. — Affections  pro- 
duced by  External 
Causes: 

Suicide 

Accident — Burns 

Accidental  Drowning 

Injury  by  fall 

Injury  by  crushing, 
railways,  vehicles, 

motors,  &c. 

Strangulation  by  hang- 
ing 

Overlain  in  bed 

2 

2 

6 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

XIV.— Ill-defined: 

Causes 

3 

1 

2 

All  Causes 

409 

02 

7 

11 

13 

23 

28 

28 

44 

62 

74 

57 

TABLE  III.— Causes  of  Death  in  Llanelly  M B.,  1923. 

Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 year. 

! 

r— < 

<N 

lo 

T 

'O 

15—25. 

25—45. 

45 — 65. 

1. 

Enteric  Fever 

2. 

Small  Pox 

3. 

Measles  

5 

2 

2 

l 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

] 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

0. 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

l 

] 

7. 

Influenza 

4 

l 

1 

9 

8. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

9. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

10. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

49 

1 

4 

13 

16 

15 

11. 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

12 

3 

2 

4 

3 

12. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

31 

1 

22 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

14. 

Diabetes 

6 

1 

1 

3 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

22 

1 

1 

7 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

62 

1 

1 

7 

16 

17. 

Arterio  Sclerosis  

10 

3 

18. 

Bronchitis 

14 

3 

1 

3 

19. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

33 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

7 

7 

20. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

1 

21. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 

denum  ..  . 

2 

1 

22. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

6 

6 

23. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhilitis . 

1 

1 

24. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver .... 

1 

1 

25. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

10 

1 

2 

4 

26. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

27. 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

1 

1 

28. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

formation,  Premature 

Birth 

29 

29 

29. 

Suicide  

2 

1 

30. 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

20 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

31. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

76 

11 

1 

2 

i 

9 

11 

32. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3 

1 

2 

All  Causes 

409 

62 

7 

11 

13 

23 

56 

106 

8 

1 

13 

37 

7 

7 

6 

3 

1 


3 


1 

3 

11 


131 


65  & Upwards. 
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Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Year  1923. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Llanelly 
Education  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1923  on  the  Medical 
Inspection  of  School  Children. 

The  total  number  of  children  examined  at  routine  medical 
inspections  was  2,228.  In  addition  564  children  were  specially 
examined. 

During  the  year  four  classes  for  dull  and  backward  children 
were  formed,  and  specially  qualified  teachers  were  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  classes.  Beneficial  results  have  already  been 
demonstrated,  testifying  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  the 
teachers. 

Since  the  School  Clinic  has  been  established  in  the  Old  Town 
Hall  it  has  been  possible  to  carry  on  the  treatment  of  minor  ail- 
ments, etc.,  under  more  favourable  circumstances  than  formerly, 
and  the  appointment  of  an  additional  school  nurse  has  made 
school  clinical  work  more  effective. 

The  appointment  of  a School  Dentist  in  the  near  future  is  an 
important  step  in  connection  with  the  health  of  school  children. 
The  results  of  septic  conditions  in  the  mouth  cannot  be  accurately 
measured,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  are  the  cause  of  a large 
amount  of  ill-health  among  children. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  Dr.  Mackintosh,  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  the  School  Nurses  for  their  loyal  co- 
operation in  the  work  of  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School 
Children. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


L.  W.  POLE,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 


Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall, 


School  Medical  Officer. 


Llanelly. 


May,  1924. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Staff : 

School  Medical  Officer:  L.  W.  Pole,  M.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  S. M. 0.  : Jean  M.  Mackintosh,  .M.B.  (Glasgow), 

School  Nurses : N.  Smith,  M.  C.  Jones,  M.  Hopkins. 

Clerks  : Senior,  J.  E.  Marks;  Junior,  M.  Smith. 

Medical  Inspection  Arrangements— Three  age-groups  of 
child1  en  were  inspected — entrants,  leavers,  and  an  intermediate 
group  of  children  aged  about  8 years.  The  method  of  selection 
of  leavers  and  children  in  the  intermediate  group  was  for  the 
former,  all  children  born  in  the  year  1910'  (13  years),  and,  for  the 
latter,  those  born  in  the  year  1915  (8  years).  This  method  has  the 
merit  of  simplicity  in  the  selection  of  children  for  routine 
inspection.  Special  cases  were  examined  at  the  request  of  head- 
teachers, school  nurses,  attendance  officers  and  parents. 

Inspection  Clinic. — This  is  held  on  Tuesday  and  .Wednesday 
each  week  in  the  forenoon.  The  children  are  sent  by  the  head- 
teachers, school  nurses,  etc.  The  examinations  are  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  parents,  as  the  children  are  kept  under  obser- 
vation at  varying  intervals.  In  practically  all  cases  the  parents 
attend  at  the  Clinic  with  the  children.  Exclusion  certificates  given 
at  the  Inspection  Clinic  are  for  a definite  period,  usually  one  or 
two  weeks,  and  they  are  renewed,  if  necessary,  when  this  period 
has  expired,  the  attendance  of  the  children  being  required. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Height  and  Weight. — The  Tables  appended  give  the  number  of 
children  at  each  year  of  age,  and  the  average  height  and  weight. 
As  the  numbers  are  small  for  some  ages  the  averages  in  these 
cases  are  of  little  value. 


BOYS. 


Age. 

Number. 

Height  (Average) 

| Weight  (Average). 

Inches. 

Pounds. 

3 

49 

37.8 

35.3 

4 

196 

38.5 

36.4 

5 

123 

40.6 

42.4 

6 

37 

45.6 

43.5 

7 

142 

47.1 

50.5 

8 

178 

47.4 

52.7 

9 

3 

50.2 

61.5 

10 

3 

50.2 

66.2 

11 

11 

52.9 

64.1 

12 

63 

55.6 

74.3 

13 

189 

56.9 

77.7 

14 

2 

54.6 

66.4 

51 


GIRLS. 


Age. 

Number. 

Height  (Average). 

Weight  (Average). 

Inches. 

Pounds. 

3 

55 

37.6 

33.1 

4 

181 

35.0 

33.0 

5 

114 

41.7 

38.6 

G 

55 

43. 1 

40.2 

7 

111 

43.6 

40.4 

8 

131 

45.2 

48.1 

9 

4 

47.5 

60.25 

10 

3 

51.6 

64.6 

11 

12 

20G 

48.3 

60.3 

13 

205 

50.0 

71.0 

14 

6 

50.8 

89.3 

15 

5 

58.6 

106.8 

Clothing.— 41  children — 1.8  per  cent.  (17  boys  and  24  girls)  are 
recorded  as  “fair”  as  regards  clothing,  and  29 — 1.3  per  cent.  (19 
boys  and  10  girls)  as  “bad.”  Generally,  the  experience  is  that 
children  are  overclad.  Too  many  and  useless  garments  are  worn 
with  no  advantage  to  the  children.  They  are  often  swathed  in 
several  layers  of  thick  woollen  clothing  which  tends  to  hamper 
free  movement  and  lays  them  open  to  the  possibility  of  catching 
cold  when  heated  with  exercise.  Simple  warm  clothing,  the 
articles  being  few  in  number  and  fitting  loosely,  would  be  of  greater 
advantage. 

For  boys  I would  suggest  woollen  combinations,  flannel  shirt 
(lighter  material  in  summer),  loose  knickerbockers  (the  knees 
being  left  bare  in  the  summer-time  only),  waistcoat  and  jacket. 
An  overcoat  would  be  necessary  in  cold  or  wet  weather.  The  dress 
of  girls  should  consist  of  woollen  combinations,  flannel  knickers, 
flannel  vest,  warm  one-piece  dress,  stockings  (reaching  above  the 
knee  in  cold  weather).  In  clothing  of  this  kind  children  would  be 
perfectly  comfortable  without  restriction  of  easy  movement. 

Corsets,  even  of  the  simplest  character,  should  be  altogether 
banned.  They  -serve  no  useful  purpose  whatever,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  use  prevents  the  full  development  of  the  back  muscles, 
and  instead  of  strengthening  the  back, — the  reason  usually  put 
forward  in  support  of  their  use — they  exercise  the  opposite  effect. 
The  wearing  of  garters  by  boys  and  girls  has  also  a bad  effect,  as 
they  interfere  with  the  circulation  below  the  knee. 

A very  common  practice  is  the-  covering  of  the  neck  with  woollen 
mufflers.  This  is  not  beneficial  but  the  reverse,  unless  in 
exceptional  circumstances. 


Footgear.— The  footgear  in  the  case  of  31  children  (15  boys  and 
1G  girls),  1.4  per  cent,  was  “fair,”  and  was  “bad”  in  the  case  of 
14  children  (9  boys  and  5 girls),  0.6  per  cent. 

Uncleanliness. — This  was  much  more  common  among  the  girls. 
A verminous  condition  of  the  head  was  found — Boys  28,  Girls  556 
a total  of  584,  equal  to  26.2  per  cent.  The  practice  of  wearing 
the  hair  long  by  girls  is  largely  responsible  for  the  conditions 
found.  If  there  is  objection  to  girls  having  their  hair  short  it 
would  be  of  advantage  if  it  was  braided.  This  would  prevent  it 
from  becoming  infested  by  a neighbouring  girl  with  unclean  hair. 

Body  vermin  was  found  in  the  case  of  113  children  (62  boys  and 
51  girls),  5.1  per  cent. 


Nutrition. — The  following  table  shews  the  condition  as  to 
nutrition  of  the  children  inspected:  — 


Nutrition. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent. 

Good. 

958 

1082 

2020 

90.7 

Fair. 

107 

91 

198 

8.9 

Bad. 

3 

7 

10 

.4 

In  my  Report  for  last  year  I outlined  some  of  the  conditions  that 
may  be  regarded  as  responsible  for  malnutrition  in  school  children. 
The  chief  cause,  ini  my  opinion,  is  the  unsuitable  food  given  to 
them.  Nearly  allied  to  this  are  irregular  meals,  or  food  given 
between  meals.  Parents  often  allege  that  the  children  do  not  like 
milk,  but  this  is  probably  because  they  have  never  been  accus- 
tomed to  this  as  a staple  article  of  their  diet.  It  is  too  little  known 
or  appreciated  that  milk  for  the  growing  child  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  foods  that  can  be  given  to  them. 

Skin  Diseases. — The  chief  skin  disease  occurring  among  the 
children  was  Impetigo — 57  out  of  90  cases  of  skin  disease.  The 
'total  percentage  for  skin  diseases  was  4.0. 

Eye  Diseases. — 47  children  (20  boys,  27  girls),  2.1  per  cent., 
suffered  from  Blepharitis  or  Conjunctivitis.  Squint  was  present 
in  30  children  (11  boys  and  19  girls),  1.3  per  cent.  Other  condi- 
tions, including  eye  strain  occurred  in  46  children  (20  boys,  26 
girls),  2.0  per  cent. 

Defective  Vision. — 189  children — 15.5  per  cent. — were  found  to 
have  defective  vision,  requiring  treatment, 


The  following  table  sets  out  for  boys  and  girls  separately  the 
results  of  the  examination  of  1,219  children : — 


Defective  Vision. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent. 

1. — Both  Eyes  Normal  

460 

512 

972 

79.7 

2. — One  Eye  Normal. 

One  Eye  Slightly  Defective 

25 

33 

58 

4.7 

3. — One  Eye  Normal 

One  Eye  Very  Defective 

33 

29 

62 

5.1 

4. — Both  Eyes  Slightlv  Defective 

i 20 

26 

46 

3.8 

5. — One  Eye  Slightly  Defective. 
One  Eye  Very  Defective 

10 

19 

29 

2 4 

6. — Both  Eyes  Very  Defective 

19 

33 

52 

4.3 

Total 

567 

652 

1219 

100.0 

1 and  2 are  classed  as  " Good  ” vision ; 3 and  4 as  “ Fair  ” vision,  and 

5 and  6 as  “ Bad  ” vision. 


Defective  Hearing — Hearing  is  tested  by  the  whispering  test  at 
a distance  of  not  less  than  20  feet.  21  children  (12  boys,  9 girls), 
0.9  per  cent.,  were  found  to  have  markedly  defective  hearing. 
24  children  had  disease  of  the  ear,  14  of  these  having  inflammatory 
conditions  of  the  middle  ear,  a frequent  cause  of  extreme  deafness. 

Nose  and  Throat.— 238  children  (119  boys,  119  girls),  10.6  per- 
cent., had  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  in  moderate  degree;  166 
children  (74  boys,  92  girls),  7.4  per  cent.,  had  both  tonsils  and 
adenoids;  and  11  children  (5  boys,  6 girls)  0.4  per  cent.,  had 
adenoids  alone. 


r 662  children— 29.7  per  cent. — had  enlarged  glands  of  the  neck. 
This  condition  is  due  to  a variety  of  causes,  including  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  septic  conditions  of  the  teeth  and  verminous 
condition  of  the  hair.  The  cure  of  this  condition  is  effected  by  the 
removal  of  the  cause.  A more  serious  condition  is  due  to  tubercular 
disease  of  the  glands. 

Speech. — Defective  speech,  usually  stammering,  was  present  in 
the  case  of  16  children — 0.7  per  cent. 


Teeth.  The  following  table  shews  the  conditions  found  on 
examination  : — 


Teeth. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  Cent. 

No  obvious  decay 

265 

313 

578 

25.9 

One-four  Carious  Teeth 

388 

467 

855 

38.4 

More  than  four  Carious  Teeth 

415 

380 

795 

35.7 

Additional  information  is  given  in  the  table  set  out  below  for 
each  year  of  age.  This  shows  that  much  dental  decay  exists  in 
the  first  few  years  of  school  life,  the  time  when  I am  of  opinion 
that  much  good  can  be  done  by  conservative  dentistry — the  repair 
and  filling  of  teeth.  Further  reference  to  this  is  made  under  the 
heading  “Dental  Treatment,”  page  58. 


Age. 

No.  ex- 
amined. 

No  obvious 
decay. 

Less  than  4 
decayed. 

More  than  4 
decayed. 

No. 

per  cent. 

No. 

per  cent. 

No. 

per  cent. 

(«) 

(b) 

(c) 

[d) 

ie) 

1 

3 

109 

39 

35.8 

39 

35.8 

31 

28.4 

4 

388 

111 

28.6 

141 

36.3 

136 

35. 1 

5 

275 

52 

18.9 

92 

33.5 

131 

47.6 

6 

155 

31 

20.0 

58 

37.4 

66 

42.6 

7 

264 

33 

12.5 

93 

35.2 

138 

53.3 

8 

310 

50 

16.1 

87 

28.1 

173 

55.8 

9 

6 

3 

50  0 

3 

50  0 

10 

6 

2 

33.33 

2 

33.33 

2 

33.33 

11 

11 

4 

36.4 

3 

37.2 

4 

36.4 

12 

267 

77 

28.8 

147 

55.1 

43 

16.1 

13 

390 

142 

36.4 

182 

46.6 

66 

17.0 

14 

8 

3 

37.5 

4 

50.0 

1 

12.5 

15 

5 

4 

80.0 

1 

20.0 

All  Ages 

2194 

544 

24.8 

855 

39.0 

795 

36.2 

No.  of  Children  requiring  Dental  Treatment : — 1650 — 75. 2 per  cent. 


The  caust  of  dental  defect  has  been  the  subject  of  much  enquiry, 
but  probably  it  will  be  found  eventually  that  practically  all  decay 
is  due  to  conditions  that  affect  the  general  nutrition  of  the  rest  of 
the  body,  and  in  especial,  those  which  interfere  with  the  proper 
development  of  bone  and  similar  structures.  An  insufficiency  of 
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vitamins  in  the  food  while  not  causing  gross  results — stunted 
growth,  deformity,  etc.,  exercises  a less  noticeable  effect  in  pre- 
venting normal  growth  and  development.  Poor  nutrition  rather 
than  evident  ill-health  is  brought  about,  and  in  this  the  teeth  in 
common  with  other  structures  suffer.  A properly-balanced  diet 
is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  was  found  in  the  case  of  one  girl,  and 
non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  three  boys. 

Rickets.— 18  children  (14  boys,  4 girls)  showed  evidence  of 
deformity  as  the  result  of  this  condition. 

Vaccination.- — The  following  table  shews  the  condition  of  the 
children  in  regard  to  vaccination.  The  percentage  of  vaccinated 
children  of  school  age  is  very  satisfactory. 


Vaccination. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent. 

Vaccinated 

846 

892 

1738 

78.0 

Not  Vaccinated 

222 

268 

490 

i 22.0 

Previous  History  of  Infectious  Diseases — The  accompanying 
table  gives  information  with  regard  to  the  number  of  children  for 
whom  there  is  a history  of  having  suffered  from  scarlet  fever, 
etc.  : — 


Measles. 

Whooping. 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No 

Per 

cent. 

No 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

Boys 

685 

64.1 

386 

36.1 

179 

16.7 

57 

5.3 

29 

2.7 

Girls 

805 

69.4 

486 

41.8 

277 

23.8 

90 

7.7 

27 

2.3 

Total 

1490 

66.8 

872 

34.6 

456 

20.4 

147 

6.5 

56 

2.5 

Dull  and  Backward  Children.— I have  ashed  Dr.  Mackintosh  to 
give  some  details  in  regard  to  the  special  classes  established  for 
children  of  this  description.  Following  is  Dr.  Mackintosh’s 
report : — 
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DULL  AND  BACKWARD  CHILDREN. 

Four  Classes  for  these  children  were  established  in  September, 
1928 — two  classes  for  boys  and  two  classes  for  girls.  On  admission 
childien  must  be  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  twelve  vears. 
Consent  of  the  parent  or  guardian  is  obtained  in  every  case  before 
children  are  transferred  to  these  classes.  Consent  was,  on  the 
whole  given  readily,  but,  in  some  cases,  it  was  only  given  after 
various  misunderstandings  had  been  cleared  up,  and  in  others  was 
definitely  refused.  In  noi  case,  however,  has  a parent  expressed 
himself  as  disappointed  with  the  results  obtained,  and  there  are 
many  who  have  visited  the  classes  to  show  their  appreciation  of 
the  work  done'  and  the  progress  made.  Some  have  even  gone  so 
far  as  to  say  that  they  hope  their  children  may  remain  :n  these 
Classes  for  the  rest  of  their  scholastic  career.  That  the  children 
enjoy  the  work  is  made  clear  by  the  fact  that  those  with  a bad 
attendance  record  now  seldom  miss  a day. 

At  the  end  of  six  months  (March,  1924),  the  progress  made  by 
the  children,  as  a whole  is  satisfactory.  Should  this  progress  be 
maintained  for  another  six  months  it  may  be  possible  to  transfer 
some  of  them  back  to  their  ordinary  classes. 

The  one  thing  necessary  to  complete  the  success  of  these  classes 
is  an  educated  public  opinion.  This  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasised.  It  is  already  abundantly  clear  that  when  parents 
refuse  to  allow  their  children  to  attend  these  classes,  they  do  so 
sometimes  because  the  distance  is  too  far,  but  very  much  more 
often  because  they  are  afraid  their  children  will  be  marked  as 
dunces,  or,  worse  still,  as  mentally  deficient.  It  must  be  distinctly 
understood  that  these  classes  are  not  for  mentally  deficient 
children.  It  is  inevitable  at  first,  perhaps,  that  such  an  idea 
should  arise  among  those  who  are  uninformed  in  the  matter, 
but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  among  some  who  have  or  should  have 
a wider  outlook,  a carelessness  has  arisen  in  the  use  of  the  term 
mentally  deficient  or  its  abbreviation  “M.D.”  as  applied  to  these 
classes.  In  this  way  not  only  is  there  a very  great  injustice  done 
to  the  children  concerned,  but  it  renders  abortive  the  Committee’s 
scheme. 

A child  may  be  backward  for  many  reasons,  such  as  irregular 
attendance,  general  ill-health,  tonsils  and  adenoids,  bad  eyesight 
and  defective  hearing.  It  may  happen  that  minor  defects  of  eye- 
sight and  hearing  are  overlooked  for  a number  of  years  unless  the 
child  conies  under  routine  medical  inspection. 

As  a result  of  such  a defect  the  child  may  just  miss  the  drift  of 
the  lesson  in  the  class,  and  though  dimly  aware  that  something  is 
wrong  says  nothing.  This  is  quite  sufficient  to  retard  the  child’s 
progress. 

Parents  understand  that  children  are  sensitive,  but  what  they 
do  not  sufficiently  realise  is  the  sense  of  humiliation,  which  even 
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the  most  careless  child  experiences  when  unable  to  cope  with  the 
ordinary  class  work.  This  tends  to  put  the  child  at  a still  greater 
disadvantage. 

It  is  to  remove  these  disadavantages  that  these  special  classes 
were  established,  and  no  one  who  has  watched  the  progress  of  these 
children  can  have  any  doubt  that  this  object  has  been  attained. 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  THE  MEDICAL 

INSPECTIONS. 

School  Clinic. — Arrangements  were  made  in  the  adaptation  of 
the  Old  Town  Hall  for  the  purposes  of  the  Health  Department  for 
a School  Clinic.  A room  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  treatment  of 
Minor  Ailments — impetigo,  septic  sores,  ringworm,  minor  injuries, 
etc.  The  work  done  at  the  Clinic  has  been  of  the  utmost  value, 
especially  in  the  treatment  of  children  whoi  formerly  were  excluded 
from  school  for  prolonged  periods  on  account  of  some  condition, 
e.g.,  skin  disease.  Accurate  records  are  kept  of  all  children 
treated,  shewing  the  number  of  attendances  for  each  disease,  the 
average  duration  of  treatment,  the  result  of  treatment,  etc.  The 
children,  after  having  their  attendance  recorded  at  the  schools, 
are  sent  to  the  Clinic,  a definite  time  being  fixed  for’ each  school 
so  as  to  avoid  confusion  and  to  expedite  the  work. 

In  other  cases  the  parents  are  notified  by  card  that  they  should 
seek  medical  advice,  and,  im  all  cases,  the  children  are  followed 
up  either  in  the  schools  or  at  their  homes. 


Minor  Ailments  Summary. 


Condition. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Total  Attend- 
ances. 

Average  Attend- 
ance per  child. 

Cured . 

Improved. 

Not  Improved. 

Under  Treat- 
ment at  end  of 
year. 

Ringworm  : Head 

57 

909 

15.95 

51 

4 

2 

6 

Body 

31 

388 

12.51 

31 

Scabies  

10 

81 

8.10 

10 

Impetigo 

237 

1636 

6.90 

229 

7 

i 

8 

Minor  Injuries 

180 

1272 

7.06 

174 

5 

i 

6 

Septic  Sores 

513 

3379 

6.59 

507 

6 

6 

Vermin  : Head 

48 

493 

10.27 

43 

5 

5 

Body 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

78 

453 

5.81 

76 

2 

2 

Ear  Disease 

5 

35 

7.00 

5 

Eye  Disease 

46 

369 

8.02 

40 

4 

2 

6 

Miscellaneous 

7 

46 

6.59 

5 

1 

i 

2 

Total 

1212 

9061 

7.48 

1171 

34 

7 

41 
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Treatment  of  Ringworm. — This,  is  on  the  lines  of  that  described 
m the  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion (Annual  Report,  1922).  Dr.  Robertson,  of  Blackburn,  uses  a 
lotion— Calomel  5 grains,  Tinct  Iodi  B.P.  1 drachm,  following 
preliminary  treatment,  including  shaving  of  the  areas  involved 
by  the  disease.  This  treatment  has  proved  very  effective  in  dealing 
with  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp.  Care  has  to  be  taken  not  to 
the  lotion  over  too  large  an  area  so  as  to  prevent  too  great 
irritation. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — No  child  suffering  from  organic  disease 
cf  the  heart  was  found  during  the  course  of  routine  medical 
inspections,  but  30  specially  examined  were  diagnosed  as  having 
organic  heart  dsea.se;  221  children  are  classed  as  having 

functional  disorder  of  the  heart,  evidenced  by  the  presence  of 
murmurs  accompanying  the  normal  heart  sounds.  Generally  such 
children  are  quite  sound  so  far  as  the  heart  is  concerned,  and 
murmurs  being  due  to  malnutrition,  anaemia,  etc.  On  routine 
examination  438  children  were  found  to  have  anaemia,  mostly  of  a 
minor  degree. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  children  put  forward  for 
special  examination  are  set  out  in  Table  II.  at  the  end  of  the 
Report.  The  chief  conditions  found  on  these  examinations  were 
skin  diseases  (58) ; eye  diseases  (16) ; defective  vision  and  squint 
(18) ; organic  heart  disease  (30) ; anaemia  (117),  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis (7) ; suspected  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (9) ; chorea  (21). 

Dental  Treatment. — The.  Education  Committee  has  approved  of 
the  appointment  of  a whole-time  Dental  Surgeon,  who.  will  be 
provided  with  accommodation  for  his  work  in  the  Old  Town  Hall. 
The  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education  is  being  awaited  before  the 
scheme  is  proceeded  with.  The  full  scheme  also  provides  for  dental 
treatment  to  be  given  in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  work.  The  expenses  of  administration  will  be  borne  by 
the  Education  Committee,  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  in  the  proportions  four-fifths  and  one-fifth  respectively. 

In  the  same  rooms  arrangements  will  be  made  for  an  Eye  Clinic. 
For  this  work  one  half-day  at  least  in  each  week  will  be  set  apart. 
A small  portion  of  the  Dental  Operating  Room  will  be  partitioned 
off  for  use  as  a dark  room. 

The  principal  aim  in  dental  work  will  be  the  saving  of  teeth 
before  decay  has  become  so  extensive  as  to  necessitate  their 
removal.  This  will  mean  careful  examination  of  all  children  about 
the  age  of  seven  years,  when  the  first  signs  of  decay  in  the  per- 
manent teeth  are  noticeable.  It  was  found  during  routine  medical 
inspections  that  88  per  cent,  of  the  children  aged  7 years  had 
carious  teeth.  Of  the  children  aged  6 and  8 vears>,  the  percentages 
were  80  and  84.  The  total  number  of  children  aged  G,  7 and  8 
was  729. 
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Defective  Vision — Treatment — The  following  table  shews  the 
work  done  in  this  direction  : — 

Total  number  of  children  who  were  referred  for  treatment  181 
Number  of  children  examined  by  Eye  Specialist,  or  otherwise, 
for  whom  spectacles  were  obtained  ...  ...  89 

Number  of  children  examined  by  Eye  Specialist,  but  for 

whom  spectacles  have  nob  yet  been  obtained  ...  15 

Number  of  children  examined  by  Eye  Specialist. 

Spectacles  not  considered  necessary  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  children  not  taken  to  Eye  Specialist  ...  40 

Number  of  children  whose  parents  refused  treatment  ...  8 

Number  of  children  who  refused  to  wear  spectacles  ...  8 

Number  of  children  who  left  school  without  obtaining 

spectacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  provided  by 

Education  Committee  ...  ...  ...  17 

The  workmen  in  the  various  works  in  the  town  are  entitled  to 
examination  by  the  Eye  Specialist  who  was  appointed  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  dependents  of  the  workmen  are  also  eligible  for 
examination.  In  the  case  of  non-subscribers’  children  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  between  the  Education  Committee  and  Dr. 
Healy,  the  Eye  Specialist,  for  the  examination  of  these  children 
at  a reduced  charge  of  10'/ 6.  Before  examination  the  parent  (or 
guardian)  is  required  to  fill  up  a form  stating  whether  he  is  willing 
to  pay  the  cost  of  the  examination  a,nd  the  charge  for  spectacles. 
If  unable  to  do  either  or  both  he  must  state  his  reason  for  his 
inability  to  do  so.  In  every  case  of  this  kind  careful  enquiry  is 
made  by  the  School  Nurses  and  Attendance  Officers  before  any 
of  the  charge  is  remitted  by  the  Education  Committee.  In  some 
cases  the  parents  repay  the  Education  Committee  by  instalments. 

Of  the  125  children  examined  for  defective  vision,  24  were  the 
children  of  non-subscribers,  while  the  remainder — 101 — were  the 
dependents  of  workmen — subscribers. 

In  the  case  of  six  children  the  parents  were  informed  that  pro- 
ceedings would  be  taken  against  them  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Children  Act,  1908  (Section  12)  if  they  failed  to  obtain  the 
necessary  treatment.  No  further  action  was  required. 

The  School  Nurses  made  repeated  visits  to  the  homes  of  the 
children  before  some  parents  could  be  persuaded  to  submit  their 
children  for  examination  by  the  Eye  Specialist. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — The  following  is  a statement  of 
the  bacteriological  examinatons  made  in  connection  with  school 
children  : — 

No.  of  children  examined  for  presence  of  Diphtheria 

Bacillus  in  swabs  ...  ...  ...  33 

Diphtheria  bacilli  present  in  4 cases. 

Diphtheria  bacilli  absent  in  29  cases. 
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No.  of  children  examined  for  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 

in  sputum  ...  K 

All  negative. 

8 slides  were  examined  for  presence  of  Gonococcus — 

4 positive  and  4 negative. 

1 sample  of  urine  was  examined. 

Closure  of  Schools — The  following  schools  were  closed  on 
account  of  infectious  disease: — 


Date. 

School. 

Period. 

Cause. 

16th  January,  1923 

New  Dock  Infants 

10  days 

Measles. 

19th 

National  Infants 

14  days 

1 1 

29th 

New  Dock  Infants 

12  days 

■■ 

REPORT  ON  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Instructor— Mr.  T.  Davies— 
in  Physical  Training.  The  importance  of  the  work  he  is 
responsible  for  is  becoming  increasingly  evident.  The  establish- 
ment of  an  Evening  Play  Centre  at  Market  Street  School  has 
proved  to  be  exceedingly  popular  with  the  children,  but  the  space 
available  has  led  to  some  overcrowding  of  the  rooms.  A second 
Pla.y  Centre  has  been  opened  in  another  part  of  the  town  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  children  in  that  district. 

General. — Physical  Training  is  being  dealt  with  in  a more 
appreciative  manner,  and  with  a greater  degree  of  understanding. 
This  is  due  to  the  large  majority  of  teachers  who  realise  the  value 
of  Physical  Training  to  the  child. 

The  Team  System  of  conducting  the  lesson  and  games  has 
progressed,  and  its  scope  widened.  Several  teachers  who  make 
use  of  this  system  throughout  all  the  school  subjects,  are  loud  in 
its  praise,  as  it  encourages  good  all-round  work,  and  is  an  excellent 
means  of  developing  esprit-de-corps.  In  some  schools,  this  system 
forms  the  basis  of  the  “House”  system,  now  being  organised. 

Organised  Games,  Athletics,  and  Dancing — Every  class  has  one 
games  lesson  a week.  During  this  lesson,  more  time  is  now  being 
given  to'  the  athletic  side  of  Physical  Training  by  the  Upper  Forms, 
viz.,  high  jump,  long  jump,  racing,  etc. 

In  the  Boys’  Central  School,  inter-form  matches  are  organised  in 
the  following  games: — Rugby,  Association,  and  Cricket.  Some 
of  the  boys  also  play  rounders  and  stool  ball. 


61 


In  the  Girls’  Central  School,  the  same  system  applies,  the 
games  played  being  captain  ball,  stool  ball,  and  rounders. 

Inter -form  and  inter-school  games  in  Rugby,  Association, 
cricket  and  rounders  are  played  in  all  the  other  schools. 

During  the  games  lesson,  more  time  could  profitably  be  spent  in 
playing  games  which  lead  up  to  those  of  a more  advanced  type, 
viz.  : “Circle  pass  ball,’’  “In  and  out  of  files, ” “Dribbling  relay,’’ 
“Polo  pony,”  “Team  pass  ball,”  “Captain  ball,”  etc.,  leading  up 
to  football;  “Rounders,”  “French  cricket,”  “Stool  ball,”  etc., 
leading  up  to  cricket. 

In  order  to  assist  the  girls  in  such  games  as  rounders  and  stool 
ball,  the  headteachers  of  some  of  the  Boys’  and  Girls’  Departments 
have  arranged  friendly  games.  The  girls  repay  the  boys  by 
assisting  them  in  the  Country  and  Morris  dances.  In  the  Old 
Road  School,  the  upper  forms  of  both  Departments  often  combine 
during  the  dancing  lesson. 


The  teaching  of  games  in  the  School  is  gradually  having  a very 
noticeable  effect  upon  the  free  play  of  the  children.  Not  only 
does  one  see  a greater  variety  of  games  played,  but  there  is  a 
stricter  adherance  to  the  rules.  Games  give  children  a useful  and 
wholesome  way  of  using  their  playtime ; they  foster  health  and 
happiness,  and  bring  into  their  lives  influences  that  make  for  a 
love  of  fairplay. 

Achievement  Tests. — These  have  been  introduced  into  some  of 
the  schools  with  interest  and  enthusiasm.  They  are  organised  on 
the  team  system,  the  captain  recording  the  efforts  of  his  team, 
these  being  retained  and  tabulated  by  the  teacher. 

Teachers’  Class. — A Class  for  Teachers  was  held  during  the 
Spring  Term.  Thirty-five  teachers  attended  on  two  evenings  a 
week-.  The  Course  consisted  of  14  lessons,  each  of  two  hours’ 
duration.  The  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  gave  a very 
interesting  lecture  on  the  “Health  of  the  School  Child”  during 
the  Course. 


Time  Table. — Practical  Lesson 
Teaching  Practice 
Theory 
Games 

Folk  Dancing 


30  minutes. 
20  „ 

20  „ 

30 

20 


Classes  of  children  from  the  various  schools  were  admitted  for 
practice  in  teaching.  The  Course  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
teachers,  and  their  interest  in  the  work  was  such  that  immediately 
the  term  ended,  they  applied  to  the  County  Authority  for  an 
extension  of  this  class.  Over  100  teachers  from  the  town  and 
county  had  applied  for  admission  to  this  class,  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  accommodate  more  than  the  above  number. 
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Displays.— In  order  to  procure  sufficient  funds  to  enable  a Camp 
to  be  opened  for  the  school  children  during  the  month  of  August, 
a 1 hysical  Training  Display  on  a large  scale  was  organised  in  June. 
Oyer  8,000  children  participated  in  the  event,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  programme  was  filmed.  The  interest  taken  by  the  parents 
m these  displays  has  increased  immensely  during  the  past  few 
years.  Last  year  thousands  attended  to  witness  this  event.  About 
£200  was  raised,  this  being  utilised  to  send  100  boys  to  a,  Holiday 
Camp. 

Play  Centres — The  Education  Committee  has  established  two 
Evening  Play  Centres  for  the  school  children.  Two  teachers,  who 
were  unemployed,  have  been  appointed  as  Superintendents.  Both 
are  keen  and  -sympathetic  workers,  and  readily  enter  into  the 
proper  spirit  of  the  games  and  occupations  provided  for  the 
children.  The  Centres  are  open  every  evening  from  5.45  to 
7.45  p.m. 

Lack  of  suitable  accommodation  in  the  form  o-f  a Central  Hall, 
is  a serious  drawback.  From  the  outset,  an  endeavour  was  made 
to  reproduce  in  the  Centre  the-  atmosphere  of  a well-conducted 
ho-me,  the  children  being  allowed  a-s  much  freedom  as  possible  with 
due  regard  to  the  comfort  of  others. 

School  Camp. — La-st  summer  marked  the  first  attempt  to 
organize  a Holiday  Camp  for  the  school  children.  The  question 
of  finance  had  previously  prevented  such  a scheme.  The  receipts 
of  the  Physical  Training  Display, together  with  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions from,  individuals  and  firms,  the  B-otarians  offering  to 
convey  the  boys  to  and  from  the  Camp,  and  the-  Tradesmen  of  the 
town  supplementing  t-his  with  gifts  in  kind,  solved  -the  problem 
of  finance,  and  a-  Camping  Scheme  for  100  boys  was  prepared. 

Site. — In  the  village  o-f  Po-rteyno-n  on  the  Gower  Coast,  about 
25  miles  from  Llanelly.  About-  10  acres  o-f  land,  within  200  yards 
of  a lovely  beach,  was  available-  for  camping  and  games. 

Equipment. — 13  Bell  tents,  2 marquees,  and  3 small  sheds. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — The  soil  being  of  a sandy  nature,  no 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  excavating  about  6 ft.  of  earth.  Over 
this,  8 singly  partitioned  flypro-o-f  latrines  were  erected 

Provisions.— Groceries  were  purchased  in  Llanelly,  and  were 
conveyed  to  the  Camp  in  cars  kindly  lent  for  the  purpose.  Meat, 
which  was  pro-vided  free  by  the  butchers,  was  collected  daily, 
placed  in  special  receptacles,  and  conveyed  to  the  Camp  by  the 
South  Wales  Transport  Buses.  Milk  was  purchased  near  the 
Camp  and  delivered  twice  daily. 

The  bo-y-s  were  selected  by  -the  Headteachers  and  the  School 
Medical  Officer.  The  boys  were  medically  examined  previous  to 
going  to-  Camp,  and  after  their  return. 
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Camp  Duties. — The  first  contingent  o>f  50  boys  arrived  at  the 
Camp  on  August  3rd,  tea  being  prepared  on  their  arrival.  They 
were  then  provided  with  sun  hats,  handkerchiefs,  bathing 
costumes,  tooth  brushes,  tooth  paste,  and  four  stamped  postcards. 
Some  advice  oo  conduct,  camp  rules,  and  cleanliness  were  given, 
and  the  boys  were  then  divided  into  seven  teams,  with  senior  boys 
as  Captains.  Each  team  was  allotted  a tent  for  sleeping,  and  a 
table  for  meals.  The  various  camp  duties  were  divided  so  that 
each  team  had  certain  duties  to  perform  daily. 

Recreation. — During  favourable  weather,  swimming  was 
possible  twice  each  day.  Physical  exercises,  walks,  picnics,  paper- 
chases,  cricket,  football,  rounders,  and  stool-ball  filled  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day.  Although  the  ma.jorty  of  the  boys  were  mere 
weaklings  when  they  arrived,  plenty  of  good  and  wholesome  food, 
fresh  sea  breezes,  exercises  and  hygienic  surroundings  soon  trans- 
formed them  into  what  they  should  have  been — boys,  full  of  joy 
of  living. 

Cost. — A full  report  on  expenditure  has  been  submitted,  there- 
fore only  a brief  outline  is  given  here:  — 


Food  cost,  £129  9s.  8d.,  or  just  under  12/-  per  head  a week. 


Use  of  camping  ground 
Hire  of  tents  and  marquees 
Salary  of  two>  cooks 
Blankets  and  bedding 


£ s.  d. 
10  0 0 
30  0 0 
25  0 0 
58  18  5 
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Borough  of  Llanelly. 


TABLE  I —RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Entrants 

482 

491 

973 

Intermediates 

318 

244 

562 

Leavers 

254 

422 

676 

Total  ... 

1054 

1157 

2211 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections: 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

U 

3 

17 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections:  — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

2i  7 

347 

564 

Number  of  Re  inspections  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

449 

715 

1164 

Total  ... 

666 

1062 

1728 
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TABLE  II. 


A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1923. 


Defect  of  Disease. 

Routine 

Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation, 
but  not  requiring 
Treatment. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  requiring 
Treatment. 

Malnutrition 

208 

14 

Uncleanliness 

584 

113 

21 

/Ringworm  : Scalp 

4 

3 

Body 

3 

4 

Skin  -< 

Scabies 

2 

2 

Impetigo 

54 

23 

^Other  Diseases  (Non-T’b’lar) 

27 

26 

(Blepharitis 

40 

12 

Conjunctivitis 

7 

4 

Keratitis 

Eye 

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 

Squint) 

189 

58 

10 

Squint 

30 

8 

k Other  Conditions 

16 

18 

Defective  Hearing 

21 

8 

Ear 

Otitis  Media  

14 

4 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

10 

12 

/Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

238 

3 

Nose 

Adenoids  only 

11 

10 

and  ■ 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and 

Throat 

Adenoids  

166 

23 

Mother  Conditions 

4 

11 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tubercular) 

662 

8 

Defective  Speech 

16 

2 

Teeth— 

•Dental  Diseases 

..... 

1650 

/Heart  Disease  : 

Heart  and  J Organic 

30 

Circulation  j Functional 

221 

V Anaemia  

438 

117 
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TABLE  II. — Continued. 


Defect  of  Disease. 


{Bronchitis 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 
Diseases 


Routine 

Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


C £ 
•r  u 

? 5 

CT  a 3 

<D  <D 


<h  bo 

^ u e 'C  • 
x £ cr  <d 

.§  U ^ o s 

g a>  £ c u 

* M 


Special 

Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


b£-£ 

•S  £ 
•S  E 

^ -4-> 

cr  rt 
o o 


'Pulmonary  : ..... 

Definite  

Suspected 
Non-Pulmonary  : 

Tuber- J Glands  ..... 

culosis  | Spine 

Hip 

Other  Bones  & Joints 
Skin 

Other  Forms 

Nervous  /Epilepsy 
System.  J Chprea 

( Other  Conditions 

i 

Defor-  / Rickets 
mities  -j  Spinal  Curvature 
(Other  Forms 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 


26 


21 


18 

5 

7 

72 


2 

21 


°|  e 
&o  s ,o 
a ^ -P 
•c  -y 
•s  a,  > 

3 O u 

ST  x 

« o 


2 

2 

2 

117 


B. — Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspections 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  diseases). 


Group. 

(1) 

Number  of  Children. 

Percentage 
of  children 
found  to 
require 
treatment. 
(4) 

Inspected. 

(2) 

Found  to 
require 
treatment. 

(3) 

Code  Groups  : Entrants 

973 

93 

9.5 

Intermediates 

562 

125 

22.2 

Leavers 

676 

167 

24.7 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

2211 

385 

17.4 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

17 

4 

2a.  5 

not  requiring 
Treatment. 
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TABLE  III.— Return  of  All  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


>> 

o 

r—i 

u 

d 

4-» 

o 

m 

o 

H 

(i ) Suitable  for  train- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

ing  in  a School 

for  the  Blind  

or  Class  for  the 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

Blind  (includ- 
ing partial- 

totally  blind 

At  other  institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

ly  blind) 

(ii ) Suitable  for  train- 

in  a School  or 

for  the  Blind  

Class  for  the  par- 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

1 

tially  blind. 

At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

Deaf  (includ- 
ing deaf 
and  dumb 
and 

(i.)  Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School 
or  Class  for  the 
totally  deaf. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 
for  the  Deaf 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

Q 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

partially 

(ii.)  Suitable  for  train- 

for  the  Deaf 

deaf) . 

ing  in  a School 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

1 

or  Class  for  the 

At  other  Institutions 

partially  deaf. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Men- 

Feebleminded  (cases 

tally  Defective  Children 

not  notified  to 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

1 

4 

the  I.ocal  Control 

At  other  Institutions 

Mentally 

Defective. 

Authority). 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

Notified  to  the  Local 

Feebleminded 

Control  Authority 

Imbeciles 

during  the  year. 

Idiots  

Attending  Certified  Special  Schools 

for  Epileptics  

Suffering  from  severe 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

Epileptics. 

epilepsy. 

Special  Schools 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

.... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

Suffering  from  epi- 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

1 

2 

lepsy  which  is  not 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

severe. 
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TABLE  III. — Continued. 


— 

Boys 

Girls 

H 

Infectious  pulmonary 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

and  glandular 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

tuberculosis. 

or  the  Board 

2 

1 

3 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

Non-infectious  but 

or  the  Board  

active  pulmonary 

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 

and  glandular 

Schools 

tuberculosis. 

At  Certified  Open  Air  Day  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

6 

4 

10 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

3 

3 

Delicate  children 

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 

(pre-  or  latent 

Schools 

Physically 

tuberculosis,  mal- 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools  

Defective. 

nutrition,  debility. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

7 

6 

13 

anaemia,  etc.) 

At  other  Institutions 



At  no  School  or  Institution 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

Active  non-pulmon- 

or  the  Board  

-- 

ary  tuberculosis. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

Crippled  Children 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

(other  than  those 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 

with  active  tuber- 

Schools 

j 

culosis),  e.g.,  para- 

At Certified  Dav  Cripple  Schools 

- 

lysis  and  severe 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

11 

2 

13 

heart  disease. 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  Dec.,  1923. 


TREATMENT  TABLE. 


GROUP  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of  Defects  Treated, 
or  under  Treatment  during 
the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 
(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

4 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

57 

57 

Ringworm — Body 

31 

31 

Scabies 

10 

10 

Impetigo 

237 

237 

Other  Skin  Disease 

78 

78 

Minor  Eye  Defects  (External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases  falling  in 

Group  II.) 

46 

46 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous  ( e.g .,  Minor  Injuries, 

Bruises,  Sores,  Chilblains,  etc.)  

700 

,.... 

700 

Total 

1164 

1164 
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TABLE  IV. — Continued. 

GROUP  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 


Defect  or  Disease. 
(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Submitted  to 
refraction 
by  private 
practitioner 
or  at 
hospital, 
apart  from 
the 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

(3) 

Otherwise 

(4) 

Total. 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint)  

24 

101 

125 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes 

Total 

24 

101 

125 

The  number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed  : 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ' 

(b)  Otherwise 


Total  number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles  : 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  22 

(b)  Otherwise  57 


GROUP  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

(1) 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Total. 

(3) 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

(4) 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

(5) 

5 

5 

1 

6 
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GROUP  IV— Dental  Defects.  No  Scheme  in  operation. 

( For  Denial  Defects  see  Report.) 

GROUP  V.— Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  2 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  Children  in  the  Schools 

by  the  School  Nurses  4429 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  Children  found  unclean  1476 

(iv.)  Number  of  Children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority  48 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921,  ( b ) Under  School 
Attendance  Bye-laws  None. 


DEFECTIVE  VISION. 

Return  of  Children  referred  for  Treatment  for  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1923. 


Children  examined  by  Eye  Specialist  j Subscriber  64 

and  glasses  obtained.  I Non-subscriber  22 

Children  examined  by  other  Doctors 

and  glasses  supplied  Non-subscribers  3 


2 following-up  visits  in  1 case. 


Children  examined  Subscribers — 14  J 3 ,,  ,,  ,,  „ 6 cases, 

by  Eye  Specialist,  J 1 4 ,,,,,,,,  6 ,, 

Glasses  prescribed  ] \5  ,,  ,,  „ ,,  lease, 

but  not  yet  obtained  I 

\Non-subscribers — 1 2 ,,  „ ,,  ,,  1 ,, 

Children  examined  by  Eye  Specialist  f Subscribers  20 

glasses  not  necessary.  I Non-subscribers  ...  1 


Children  not  taken 
to  Eye  Specialist 
for  examination. 


Parents  refuse 
Treatment. 


Subscribers — 32 


'1  following-up  visit 
2 


in 


2 cases. 
2 „ 

10 

13  „ 

5 „ 


< 

Non-subscribers — 8 


Subscribers — 6. 


Non-subscribers — 2. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

V6 


> » 


,,  l case 
„ 1 „ 

,,  2 cases. 

9 

> > ^ u 

,,  1 case. 
„ 1 „ 


'1  following-u 
2 „ 

3 „ 

4 


p visit 


in 
} » 


>1 
> t 


1 case. 

2 cases. 
1 case. 

1 „ 

1 


( 2 
(3 


»» 


1 

1 


i t 


Children  refuse  to  wear  glasses 
Children  left  School  without  glasses 

Glasses  supplied  by  Education  Committee — Subscribers  

Non-subscribers 


3 

5 

6 

11 


1 • 


